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THE^ design of. making some selections &om 

l)r. Arnold's Sermpns was fq^rmed, in the first 

instance, for the sake of those persons to whom 

shorter readings in a xil^eap form might te* 

acceptable. It haS^'ljeen liiotight since, that 

these " Passages " may jbe useful . to a wider 

■«■. 
circle of readers, and iSierefore to these also 

they ar, offered. 
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The Offering of a Free Heart, 

The sickness or death of a friend, the loss of 
their own health, some wonderful escape from 
danger, or some bitter disappointment in worldly 
matters, often turn men in haste to God, by 
simply opening their eyes to the real state of 
things around them. These act like the earth- 
quake, and drive men to cry aloud, "What must 
I do to be saved?" But will they never turn 
to God willingly ? Will they never give Him 
the sacrifice of a free and happy spirit, not 
bowed down by sickness, not made sorrowful 
and sober by misfortune, but brought to God by 
the sunshine of his earthly blessings, and led to 
ask of Him for some greater blessings still than 
those which they now enjoy ? 
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Christian ZeaL 



We must not be weary in well-doing; we 
must labour, all of us who are Christians in- 
deed, to aid in the first great work of the Holy 
Spirit, to try and convince the world of sin ; that 
little part of the world, I mean, with which we 
each have to do in our daily living, and whom 
our words, and our lives agreeing with our 
words, may possibly influence. To preach the 
Gospel in one sense, that is, to preach it pub- 
licly in the Church, is the business indeed of 
the Christian minister only ; but to preach it 
by his daily talking and daily acting, to help 
forward Christ's kingdom in his own house- 
hold and neighbourhood, this is the work of 
all Christ's soldiers, in this sense we are all 
his ministers, and necessity is laid upon us all ; 
yea, woe is unto us if we preach not the Gospel 
in season and out of season, with the same 
earnestness that we would push any favourite 
scheme, always watching for an opportunity to 
recommend it, and only forcing ourselves to 
keep It sometimes out of sight, lest an unwise 
zeal should spoil its own endeavours. 



Christ's Mercy. 

Our eyes must be widely opened to out real 
condition, before we can pos^bly value the' peace 
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that is purchased for us by the blood of Christ. 
But one who has really become anxious about 
himself, and is aware of his own evil nature, 
finds the very help that he needs, when he is 
told, that for him, weak and unworthy as he 
is, Christ laid down his life, and that, through 
that sacrifice, his pardon is already sealed 
with God, and is ready to be issued to him the 
instant that he has learned to feel his need of it. 
We might say to such a man — " If you are 
indeed in earnest, draw near unto Grod without 
fear; you are pardoned already for Christ's 
sake; be sure, therefore, that God loves you 
enough to' give you his Holy Spirit, and to make 
you that new creature which you wish to be. 
Pray in the name of Jesus Christ, that the 
promise of his Spirit may be fulfilled to you, 
to guide you safely on your way to heaven." 



The Disease and the Phystdaru 

Now, then, what were we made for, and what 
may be expected of us ? We were made for our 
Maker's glory, after his own image, that we 
should make his will the rule of our lives, and 
his love and anger the great objects of our hdpe 
and fear ; that we should live in Him, and for 
Him, and to Him ; as our constant Guide, and 
Master^ and Father. If we answer these ends, 
then we are good creatures ; if we do not, we 

B 2 
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are bad creatures ; nor does it matter how many 
other good or amiable qualities we may possess, 
like the blossoms and leaves of a barren fruit- 
tree, we are bad of our kind, if we do not bring 
forth fruit. Now, instead of living to God, we, 
by nature, care nothing about God — we do not 
seek to please J3m, but ourselves or our friends ; 
we do not make his will the rule of our conduct, 
but we follow either our own inclinations, or 
the opinions of other men ; we live, in short, as 
if we had made ourselves, and not as if God 
had made us. This is the corruption of nature, 
which makes us evil in the sight of God ; which 
makes the imaginations of our hearts in his 
judgment to be evil from our youth. And from 
this great evil the whole of our life becomes dis- 
ordered ; the main-spring, which should keep us 
right, is broken; we are apt to mistake, in many 
instances, evil for good, and good for evil ; we do 
not see how we ought to settle the claims of our 
several duties upon us, and we are not sensible of 
the sin of wasting our time, or mis-spending our 
talents, because we lose sight of our Maker, to 
whom we ought to be accountable for both. 
And when we consider that this life is but the 
childhood in which we are to be trained up to 
the manhood of eternal life ; that we are to learn 
here the character of the inhabitants of heaven, 
in order to be fit to take our places hereafter 
among them ; it is manifest, that he who lives 
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to himself and to his friends, instead of to God, 

is doing nothing at all to fit himself for heaven, 

and that he is neglecting the very main purpose 

for which he was sent into the world. 

« « « « « 

This, then, is our lurking disease, of which it 
becomes us to be fully aware. This is the weak 
point about us, for which we must seek a remedy, 
and which-, if suflFered to go on, will destroy us 
altogether. It is for this chiefly that we require 
to be bom again. Partial faults may be cor- 
rected by other physicians ; our worldly interest 
will often cure idleness and wastefulness ; our 
natural affection and humanity will make us 
kind to our relations and friends, and dispose us 
to relieve the distresses of our neighbours ; our 
regard to our bodily health may keep us free 
from sensual indulgences ; our sense of honour 
may preserve our tongue from falsehood; but 
this is only removing a local complaint, while 
the general decay of the constitution is going 
on as fast as ever. Christ only can make us 
sound from head to foot, in the body and in the 
limbs, free from outward sores, and from inward 
weakness and sickliness. He alone can give 
us a new and healthy nature; He alone can teach 
us so to live as to make this world a school 
for heaven. All that is wanted is, that we 
should see our need of Him, and fly to Him for 
aid. He came into the world to give sight unto 
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the blind ; but, they are his own words, that 
He also came to make those blind who thought 
that they saw ; to ensure, that is, a heavier 
condemnation to all those who refuse the cure 
that is oflfered them, because they do not feel 
their sickness ; they will naturally perish in 
their folly, and the offer of assistance having 
been made and rejected, only serves to make 
their folly more evident. 



Christian Training of Children. 

" When the Son of Man cometh," our Lord 
says, "shall He find faith upon the earth?" 
And He says again, that '^ as it was in the days 
of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of Man ; that as, before the flood, men ate 
and drank, bought and sold, planted and builded, 
and thought nothing of God, till his judgments 
burst upon them, and destroyed them all ; that 
so it should be at the time when the Son of 
Man should be revealed." Now, how is it that 
so many amongst us are living exactly in the 
manner which Christ has described? Let us 
just consider the way in which the early part of 
life is generally passed, and we shall soon cease 
to wonder that it leads so often to an unchristian 
state of manhood. To begin with the earliest 
infancy. Within a few days or weeks of its 
birth, the parents wish to have their child bap- 
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tized. The wist arises many times from mere 
custom; all children are christened, and ours 
must not be different from those of our neigh- 
bours. There is sometimes, too, a little super- 
stition, a notion that baptism is a sort of charm 
which will preserve an infant from all mischief 
if it should die ; and there is, thirdly, the thought 
of getting friends together, and enjoying the 
festivities of what is called a christening. 
Whilst the child is taken to be baptized with 
such feelings on the part of his parents, they 
are provoking God to withhold his blessing 
from the sacrament which they thus profane ; 
nay, I had almost said, they are provoking Him 
to send a curse upon them, and not a blessing. 
It is very curious to observe the different ex- 
tremes in which men err with regard to the two 
sacraments. We know that many persons 
never can be prevailed upon to come to the 
Lord's Supper at all, because they are afraid of 
eating and drinking unworthily ; yet we never 
hear of any who feel scruples about the sacra- 
ment of Baptism, or who are afraid of offering 
their child to receive the seal of the Christian 
covenant unworthily. Yet there can be no 
doubt that it is as great a sin to profane one of 
these ordinances as to profane the other ; and a 
man who brings his child to be baptized, with- 
out any proper feeling of the blessings commu^ 
nicated in that sacrament, and of his own duties 
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as connected with it, does, in fact, profane it as 
much as he who eats and drinks at the Lord's 
table with an unrepentant and uncharitable 
heart. But let us go on and see what is done 
with a child after baptism. The knowledge of 
heavenly things is too often taught as a lesson, 
and no pains are taken to make it seize hold 
upon the heart, and to influence the conduct. 
Time passes on, and the child is sent to school, 
or is wanted to assist his parents in their work, 
or to do something for his own maintenance. 
At school he finds himself placed among other 
children, most of whom have had as little Chris- 
tian instruction as himself; and instead of 
meeting with anything like Christian motives 
or Christian behaviour among his companions, 
he learns a set of notions such as human nature, 
unassisted by divine knowledge, and too young 
to be guided by reason, is likely to invent and 
to act upon. It too often happens, also, that he 
gains little or no religious instruction from his 
teachers, because they think, or pretend to think, 
that his parents will give it him at home ; while 
his parents think that this, with all other kinds 
of learning, must be forebome during the short 
time that he is with them, that he may have 
some portion of the year which he may enjoy in 
perfect freedom. Besides, it will often be the 
case, that the parents know and care little about 
spiritual things themselves; and then it is not 
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likely tliat they should be able or anxious to 

impress them . upon others. In this way the 

boy grows up into the man, with a confirmed 

unchristian practice, and scarcely any relics of 

Christian knowledge. Thus armed, or rather, I 

should say, thus naked, thus shackled, thus 

prostrate and helpless before his enemy, he 

enters upon the conflict with the stormy passions 

of youth, and all the innumerable temptations of 

the world. And what is, what can be the issue ? 

In the ordinary course of things, it is a sinful 

life and a hopeless death ; unless God some* 

times touches the heart with a sense of its 

danger, and in his power and mercy brings it to 

a true and eflFectual conversion. 

« « « « « 

Every one has time enough to teach his child 
all knowledge necessary to salvation. It is not 
to be done by set lessons, but by talking to him 
whenever an opportunity oflFers, by telling him 
that there is one greater and better than his 
father, or his mother, who made him and them, 
who provides them with every thing that they 
have, who sees and hears all that is done, or 
said, or thought ; who loves those that are good, 
and hates and will destroy all evil. A child, 
too, may very soon be taught to love his Saviour, 
and will listen with great eagerness, when he 
hears how Jesus Christ came down from heaven 
for his sake, how He lived in poverty and sorrow, 
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and died a cruel death, that we might be made 
for his sake everlastingly happy. Let him be 
told how Christ loved little children ; how He 
commanded them to be brought unto Him ; how, 
by his outward gesture and deed, He declared 
his good will unto them ; for He took them up 
in his arms, He put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. Nay, even the third great truth 
which the Grospel teaches us, the sanctification 
of our hearts by the Holy Spirit, can be, and 
often is, taught practically to very young chil*- 
dren, when they are taught to pray to Grod to 
make them good. You may train up your 
children in this saving knowledge with no 
expense of time, and with no other learning 
than the simplest acquaintance with the Gospel 
would give you. In fact, if you have a saving 
knowledge of Christ yourselves, you may give 
it also to your children. * * * Again, you have 
not done enough by seeing that your children 
can say the Catechism; they may say it, and not 
be able to understand a word of it, as is very 
generally the case ; and besides, a child learns 
his Catechism as a task, and it is the hardest 
thing in the world to make very young persons 
connect their tasks with their practice; they 
cannot fancy that what they learn in a book, 
has anything to do with what they say and do 
when they are among their relations out of 
school. The knowledge of Christ which I have 
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been recommending, is to be shown in the 
hearts and lives of your children : just as you 
would teach them household work, that they 
may be useful about the house, or teach them 
how to plough, that they may go out and 
plough, to assist you, or to earn their own 
bread. And, by accustoming them es^rlj to 
love God and Christ, to thank Him for all good 
things, to pray to Him figainst all evil things, to 
be anxious to gain his favour, and to be afraid 
of offending Him, you will do what is most 
likely to make them grow up Christians ; that 
is, to make them happy here, ^nd happy through 
all eternity. 



Man shall not live hy Bread alone. 

The means of grace to the soul are like the 
means of health and strength to the body ; and 
at such a rate would a true Christian value 
them. The body requires food and clothing, 
and exercise and rest ; and every man feels the 
importance of satisfying these wants. Nay, 
they are well called the necessaries of life, as 
without them we cannot so much as live. We 
should therefore very justly reckon a man a 
madman, who was to be careless about these 
things ; and it is, in fact, the great business of 
our lives to provide ourselves with them. We 
are ever taking thought what we shall eat, and 
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what we shall drink, and wherewithal we shall 
be clothed. But the wants of the soul do not 
so easily win our attention; the love of our 
spiritual life, the love of life eternal, is not 
half so strong within us as the love of our 
natural life. The meat and drink of our souls, 
their raiment, their exercise, their rest, all that 
is required to keep them in health and vigour, 
how easily do we consent to part with this ! I 
knew a case of a person who was going to live 
abroad ; and when this purpose was mentioned 
to one who was a sincere Christian, his first 
question was, what means of grace were likely 
to be met with in the country to which his 
friend was going. This was said in private con- 
versation, to a common friend ; it was spoken 
quite naturally, just as much so as any of us 
might have asked about the healthiness of the 
country, whether provisions were cheap or dear 
in it; what was its society, and what its general 
conveniences of living. It was the simple 
question of a true disciple of Christ, who was 
used to think the soul of more consequence 
than the life that now is ; who was accustomed 
to look upon the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, as on things which we were most 
concerned to seek, and which it was of the first 
consequence to secure the means of gaining. Such 
a man, it is likely, if he had lived amongst those 
prophets and kings of whom our Lord speaks 
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in the text, would have desired, like them, to 
see and hear those things which we do see and 
hear now. But people say that the soul can 
do better without its support than the body, 
or that they can always take care of it them- 
selves, let them go where they will. They 
would not say so, if they marked the changes 
in their souls' health with half the attention 
that they do those of the body. A day's 
hunger, or a day's cold, or half-a-day's sickness, 
or a night's want of sleep, speaks loud and 
plain enough to all; but many days of want 
of appetite for heavenly things, many days of 
want of earnestness about our duty, of in- 
dulged idleness, of cold or half-dead charity, 
these are only observed by the quickened eye 
and lively conscience of him who really be- 
lieves that his main business every day is to 
make himself fitter for heaven, as he is .every 
day drawing nearer either to it or to hell. It 
is because we do not watch narrowly all these 
wants and sicknesses of the soul, that we think 
the means of curing or preventing them are 
little needed ; it is because they give us no sen- 
sible pain, and fill us with no fears for the 
future, that we do not watch them narrowly. 
In fact, our souls are by nature far weaker and 
more sickly than our bodies, and therefore they 
require much greater care. Therefore, every 
means of grace that we have, we should make 
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the most of: and not the best man alive is fur- 
nished with one more than is needful for him. 
But though the best of us cannot afford to spare 
any of the means which God has given us, yet 
the worst of us will find that they have enough, 
if they will but carefully improve them. Every 
one of us, I say, has the means of grace put 
within his reach, suflScient to save his soul, if 
he wilL 



The Curse taken away* 

One thing we may feel very sure of; that if 
mankind, at Christ's first coming, had listened 
to his call, and had become his followers in 
deed, and not in word only, or if ever they 
should do so hereafter, and were to become 
everywhere really Christians, that then the 
curse passed upon the earth would be taken off; 
and the prophecy, that instead of the briar 
should come up the fig-tree, and instead of the 
thorn should come up the myrtle-tree, would 
be fulfilled to the very letter. Thus much, I 
think, we may say with certainty ; but whether 
men ever will be so good, and, therefore, 
whether the earth will really ever enjoy such 
a state of blessing, is a much more difficult 
question to answer confidently. 
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The False Christian and the True. 

The Gospel makes us care as much as we 
ought, and no more, for the things of this life ; 
for worldly cares or sorrows, or prospects of 
gain or loss, of honour or disgrace. Here, 
again, people would agree readily, that it would 
be a very happy thing to be in such a state of 
mind, if possible ; but they say that it is not 
possible; that, in fact, religious persons care 
about worldly things just as much as their 
neighbours, and that it is mere hypocrisy for 
anyone to pretend that he does not. Observe 
now, how great mischief is done by those who 
have a form of godliness, but deny the power 
thereof; who draw near to God with their lips, 
talking much of Christ, and of their own sinful- 
ness, and of the preciousness of the Scriptures, 
while in their hearts they are far from Him, 
loving and working greedily that which is evil. 
If a man, after talking to his servants or his 
family about the excellence of heavenly things, 
and the little value of those of the world, is 
seen presently to be violently angry or violently 
troubled about some worldly injury done him, 
or some worldly loss sustained ; we are too apt, 
not to say that the man is not a good Christian, 
and that he has not yet learned the true Chris- 
tian temper, but to lay the blame upon the 
Grospely and say that Christians, however they 



16 PASSAGES FROM THE 

may talk, do, in fact, feel and act like other 
men. No, my brethren, it is most false. Chris- 
tians do not feel and act like other men — it is 
most otherwise ; their seed remaineth in them ; 
they are horn of God, and made again after 
his image ; and they learn, after their imperfect 
measure, to feel and to act like Christ. But all 
are not Christians who are called so ; and many 
a man who rails against them as hypocrites, 
has never known a Christian in his life, nor has 
any notion of what he really is. But I would 
boldly call on those to witness, who have seen 
and known real servants of Christ in all the 
various circumstances of life ; whether it is not 
true of them, as of the Apostle, that they know 
both how to be abased and how to abound; 
that they bear good fortune meekly and soberly, 
and evil fortune calmly and contentedly; and 
both for the same reason, that it is the constant 
habit of their minds to regard God's anger as 
the main thing to be feared, and his promises 
the main thing to be loved. 



^he Unity of the Spirit, 

** EndeaTouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

. of peace." 

The unity which St. Paul here exhorts the 
Ephesians to keep, is the object of our Lord's 
last and most solemn prayer for all his disciples. 
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" I pray," He says, " for all who believe on me, 
that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in US." And the Apostles, in the spirit of their 
Lord, are earnest on several occasions in recom-* 
mending this same thing — that we should be of 
one heart and one mind, forming altogether one 
undivided Christian body. Now, it has hap- 
pened with this as with others of our Lord's 
commands, that men have greatly corrupted it ; 
and whilst scarcely obeying it at all in its most 
important part, they have applied it to other 
things which it has very Uttle concern with, 
and have there strained it a great deal too 
much. I mean, that while the unity of spirit, 
which Christ and his Apostles prayed for, has 
been felt very imperfectly, an unity of form and 
outward ceremonies, about which they have 
displayed no earnestness, has been required and 
commended in over measure. 

The consequence has been, that Christians 
have not felt that real sense of brotl^erhood and 
union with one another which flow from a con- 
sciousness of being engaged in one and the 
same most difficult- contest, with the same 
temptations and the same enemies, the same 
object of their hopes and labour — the same 
Guide and Comforter, and Saviour and Grod. 
But they have laid great stress on their all 
being arranged in the same way, holding the 

G 
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same opinions on all points connected with the 
Grospel, wearing in a manner the same garb, and 
speaking in the same language. So they have 
perpetually mistaken their friends for their 
enemies, and their enemies for their friends: 
they have quarrelled with the true servants of 
Christ, on account of some trifling differences 
which ought to have weighed nothing at all 
in the balance; and they have made common 
cause with selfish and worldly men, because 
they have agreed with them on points of form, 
although their spirit has been totally different 
from the spirit of Christ. 

* * ¥r ¥r * 

Christ himself has taught us with whftm we 
should feel united, and whom we should regard 
as not of our side. His disciples told Him once 
that they had seen a man casting out devils in 
his name, and they forbade him, because he 
followed not with them. But what was our 
Lprd's answer? " Forbid him not, for there is 
no man that can do a miracle in my name that 
can lightly speak evil of me : for, he that is not 
against us is on our part." So, then, he who 
worked by the Spirit of Christ, he was to be 
considered as one of us. And so it is now ; they 
who work by the Spirit, the fruits of a changed 
heart, and of love towards Christ and to their 
brethren, they are indeed with us ; and to them 
should we feel bound in the ties of Christian 
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tmity, whether they follow with us outwardly 
or no ; whether they belong to the Church, or 
are dissenters. 

« « « « « 

" I would that all spake with tongues," said 
the Apostle, " but rather that ye all prophesied ;'* 
even so I may say, " I would that all of us held 
the same opinions in all matters relating to 
Christ's Gospel ; but far rather that we all had 
the same principles, and Uved in the same 
spirit ;" and, if we did this, our differences of 
opinion would be of smaU concern. Such, 
indeed, there must ever be among men; from 
this very place, in this very church, it may 
happen, perhaps, that different sentiments and 
different feelings are expressed by the cfifferent 
ministers who preach here; but what matters 
this, if in our principles and spirit we are 
united, if we preach* Christ crucified, and the 
renewal of our evil natures by Christ's Holy 
Spirit? 



Our unwatched Words. 

We are all taught not to speak evil of one 
another, not to say anything that may hurt 
our neighbour's character, and so either injure 
his interests, or give pain to his feelings. The 
rules of courtesy in society carry these points to 
a very great length; and it is very properly 
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thought rude to say anything that may need- 
lessly even awaken unpleasant recollections in 
the mind of any one present, and much more, 
that may be likely to give offence. Yet many 
things which courtesy does not forbid, would be 
forborne by those who were as fearful of hurting 
their neighbour's everlasting interest, as of 
giving him a momentary pain, or inflicting on 
him a worldly inconvenience. How many a 
compliment would be repressed, as tending to 
encourage a vanity and self-satisfaction, that 
were too great already; how many a hasty 
speech would be sUenced, by which imchristiau 
opinions, or an unchristian temper, may be 
thoughtlessly encouraged; how many a false 
compliance of words and manners would be re- 
strained, by which a good man sometimes, from 
an excessive fear of giving offence, allows the 
worldly and unprincipled to imagine that their 
estimate of life is the sam^e with his own ! 



Living Worship, 

What is it that hinders us individually from 
finding in the Gospel all that we ought to find 
in it; or from experiencing in life a greater 
share of those comforts which God has promised 
to give to his people ? What is it, for instance, 
which makes us so often leave this place unim- 
proved, or copie to it with a dull and careless 
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spirit, as to a weekly task, or, at "best, a familiar 
form ? What is l>ecome of the blessings which 
Christ has promised upon our hearty prayers; 
or of his assurance, that ^where two or three are 
gathered together in his name, there is He in the 
midst of them? What should become of them, 
when we come here in a spirit of unbelief, so 
that our prayers are anything but the prayers 
of faith? I mean by a spirit of unbelief, not 
any doubts about this or that doctrine of Christi- 
anity, still less about the truth of Christianity 
itself, but a want of a true, lively sense, of the 
reality of what we are engaged in — a conviction 
that Grod as surely hears us, as we are uttering 
our prayers to Him ; that Jesus Christ is as truly 
interceding for us at the right hand of God, as 
we are praying for ourselves in the church; 
that the Holy Spirit will as actually aid and 
enliven us in our devotions, as we are kneeling 
on our knees, and offering them up with our 
lips. This is the faith which is wanting to us ; 
a faith which would make the service of the 
church as much a matter of real and earnest 
business, as any request which we may put 
to one of our neighbours as soon as we leave 
the church. K we were to say to ourselves 
before we set out from our homes, " Now I am 
going to speak to my Maker, in company with 
my brethren ; we are all of us together going 
to tell Him what we want, and to say how much 
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we all love and honoiir Him. We are going 
also to hear Him speak to us, and tell us what 
He wishes us to do, and assure us again what He 
means to do for us. Since I was last in his 
house, I know, for my own part, that I have 
thought of Him much less than I should have 
done; I have done things which He does not 
like, and left imdone what He commands; I 
have therefore much to say to Him, and I must 
ask Him more earnestly to guard me from evil 
for the time to come, that I may love Him more, 
and serve Him better." If we were to say and 
think to ourselves something of this sort, we 
should regard our coming hither more as a 
matter of real business, as a thing in which 
a great deal was to be done, rather than as a 
weekly ceremony, which we do not like to omit, 
though we find it sometimes rather tedious and 
unmeaning. Of course, it is unmeaning to him 
who joins in it without faith; as unmeaning 
as if the service were still, as in the Eoman 
Catholic Church, read in a great degree in 
Latin. But God cannot make his good things 
plain to us, if our hearts are hardened ; nor can 
He show forth in us the mighty works of his 
grace, if He finds in us nothing but a dull and 
evil heart of unbelief. 



— i 
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The Path made plain. 

The one lesson that should be fixed deeply 
on the hearts of us all from our earliest child- 
hood — above all, that should be cherished as 
the only guide to our conduct at that perilous 
moment when we are first entering upon the 
business of life — should be the command, to seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
How safely, and steadily, and boldly, should 
we then walk, with no turnings to the right or 
the left, none of those struggles which perplex 
the double-minded man, while striving to make 
his duty suit with his own desires ; instead of 
doing his duty first, and praying to God to 
make his heart and desires conformable with it ! 
The question, then, with regard to our future 
business in life, would be, not what is the most 
pleasant, or in what shall we gain most profit ; 
but rather, for^ what are we most fitted, and in 
what shall we l^e most likely to fulfil the pur- 
poses of God, in giving us the power of choice? 



The last Conflict cheered. 

This, then, is one use which we may draw 
from the account of Christ's agony, before death, 
and in death ; to assure ourselves that a peace- 
ftd end of their mortal life is not the appointed 
portion of all God's servants ; and to prevent ub 



24 PASSAGES FSOU THE 

from despairing or doubting of the salvation of 
the good man, because God's countentoce was 
hidden from him on earth, even to the last. 
And, for ourselves also, should it please our 
Lord to afflict us with this most severe trial, it 
may somewhat help to support us under it, if, 
while we were yet in our health and strength, 
we were continually to call to mind that Christ 
Himself had borne the same. " In all our 
affliction He was afflicted ;" and as He endured 
poverty with the poor, persecution with the 
oppressed, contempt with the humble and de- 
spised, and death in common with all ; so did He 
also endure the worst afflictions of our nature — 
intense fear of death, and intense feelings of 
misery while He was undergoing it. 



The Manna corrupted. 
For although the actual occupation in which 
many men are engaged is in itself the very line 
of their duty ; yet they themselves make it un- 
worthy of an heir of immortality by the spirit 
with which they enter on it. Earthly things 
are precious, when we use them as the materials 
with which we may build up for ourselves an 
heavenly habitation; and the humblest and 
most ordinary trade or employment may be 
carried on with such a temper and such a heart, 
that it may advance us daily on our way to 
heaven ; and the angels themselves may behold 
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tis engaged in it with respect and love. Brit 
when pursued only for its own sake, without a 
single thought or hope reaching heyond it, and 
the practice of it sullied with all the unworthy 
principles and bad passions of the world, then 
what was before sound and wholesome, becomes 
at once corrupt and injurious, like the manna, 
which, although giten by God for the support 
of his people in their way through the wilder- 
ness, yet bred worms and became loathsome, so 
soon as it was not used according to the will of 
its Giver. 

The Law and the Deliverer. 

Grace, then, makes us love our duty, and so 
takes the place of the law : we want no law to 
make us eat and drink so long as our bodies 
iare in health ; the natural appetite comes instead 
of the law; and how much surer and better 
does it accomplish its purpose 1 So it is with 
our souls, when they have gained a spiritual 
appetite for their food ; the law is dead to them 
then, and their own inclination is far better 
than the law. And the Apostle says that they 
who are in Christ Jesus have this spiritual 
appetite given them, that they love God, and, 
as being now the sons of God, whatsoever the 
Father doeth, that do his sons likewise : their 
seed remaineth in them, and they cannot sin be- 
cause they are bom of God. But how was this 
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wonderfbl change to be brought about? or how 
can we who are evil be thus made to love good 
things ? The Apostle will tell us this also : 
" God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for siu, condemned sin in the 
flesh : that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit." There is much contained 
in these few words, no less indeed than the 
whole substance of the Gospel. Christ was in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and as such He died ; 
but He was the Son of God also, and. therefore 
He rose again. He put Himself in our place ; 
He died, therefore, as we were all destined to 
die ; but because He rose, that was a sign that 
sin was conquered, and that we should all rise 
to life also. But He rose, because of the Divine 
Spirit within Him ; and in order to enable us 
to rise, the same Spirit, though in far inferior 
measure, is given also to us. So then, because 
Christ died, we are forgiven ; because Christ 
rose, we have the Spirit of God given to us also, 
that we may rise as He did. And how does the 
Spirit act upon us, but by taking of the things 
of Christ, and showing them to us ? It points 
out Christ dying for us, that we might live ; it 
points out God opening his arms to receive us, 
forgiving all our sins, and calling us no longer 
servants but children — heirs of his own king- 
dom, of his own immortality, of his oWii hoh* 
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ness. Thus showing to us the infinite mercy 
and love of God, it awakens an answering love 
in Our own bosoms; and holding out such a 
glorious prospect of our becoming hereafter the 
sons of God in glory, aiid happiness, and hoU- 
ness, as we are already regarded by Him with 
the aflfection of a father, so we strive to purify 
ourselves even as He is pure ; and the glorious 
hope thus set before us, throws into the shade 
all earthly hopes and desires that might before 
have engrossed us. But more than this, the 
Spirit helps our infirmities, and works a secret 
change within us, without which the love of 
God and the glories of his kingdom would have 
been ofiered to our eyes in vain. Of this more 
hidden work of the Spirit we know nothing 
more than this, — how we may work together 
with it, and how we may judge of its reality. 
The first is by watchfulness and prayer ; and we 
may judge of it by seeing its firuit in our holy 
lives, and in our pure and heavenly tempers. 
But as to the manner of its action, that we can 
no more tell than how God keeps us alive. Our 
bodily life and our spiritual life are alike derived 
from the self-same Spirit ; but we are also, in 
both respects, " fearfully and wonderfully made," 
and it is a vain presumption to try to look into 
ourselves for any other purpose than the practi- 
cal one of seeing what is wrong, that we may 
endeavour to correct it. 
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The Night of Toil 

Best is one of those thiilgs of which we have, 
in this world, the greatest want, and the least 
enjoyment. We have often many pleastires, 
and a large portion of happiness ; but we have 
not rest; we cannot lay aside all care, and 
repose ourselves on the bosom of our Father 
with a complete consciousness that there shall 
be no more anxiety, or pain, or trouble, or dan- 
ger. It is still true, that man " goeth forth to 
his work and to his labour until the evening;" 
that is, that the retmn of day brings to eveiy 
one of us a renewal of labour ; if we have it 
not imposed upon us by the necessity of our 
condition, we mate it for ourselves : we have 
schemes and pursuits in view which interest us 
deeply, and in the uncertainty of all human 
things, deep interest cannot be free from anxiety, 
nor anxiety from weariness of spirit. Nay, even 
if we enjoy for a while some periods of entire 
relaxation, yet we know that these are but the 
halts which we make upon a joumiey, that we 
may gain fresh [strength and spirits to proceed 
farther : we may not lay aside our shoes from 
our feet, nor the staff from our hands ; our re- 
laxation must be like the Passover of the Israel- 
ites, which they were to eat standing and in 
haste : we have not yet done our work, nor may 
we dare to take our rest without the fear of 
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trespassing too much upon the hours which 
must again be employed in labour. 



The reserved Blessing. 

I have known men who enjoyed that merriment 
of heart which Solomon well calls a perpetual 
feast; who were all cheerfulness and activity, 
and whose happy spirits could not be overcome 
by trouble or affliction ; yet, while enjoying this 
life with a fearless joy, for theix joy was the gift 
of God, they louged after the promised rest, 
because they were busy in doing God's will and. 
in promoting his kingdom ; and they found that 
both were constantly obstructed by the sins of 
mankind, and that their own best efforts were 
often weakened and relaxed by their natural 
corruption. Their eyes were open to the true 
state of things around them, and they saw it to 
be a state with which a good and wise man 
could not be satisfied. Although therefore they 
did their work with unceasing cheerfulness, and 
although to them in going through the vale of 
misery the pools were filled with water, they 
found everywhere the refreshings of God's love ; 
yet they were anxious, for their time of perfect 
rest, — ^not djesiring to be unclothed, but clothed 
upou; that is, not wishing to get rid of this 
world, but aspiring to something better, even that 
" mortality might be swallowed up of life," 



30 PASSAGES FBOM THE 



PASSAGES FROM VOL. It. 



The living Christ, 

When, from a study of Christ's life in the flesh, 
we have learnt to admire and to love Him, then 
how delightful is the recollection, that over ffim 
death has had no power ; that at this very mo- 
ment He lives in the same human nature, the 
very self-same Jesus, in all tenderness, in all 
watchful care of his disciples, in all human 
afiections and divine excellences, as when He 
parted from his disciples at Bethany, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight ! He was dead, 
but He Uveth for evermore, and the Son of Man 
is sitting at the right hand of God till He shall 
come to earth once more to complete the num- 
ber of his redeemed. Say not, then, nor think, 
nor feel, that Christ was merciful, that He was 
all kindness and all wisdom, that He did many 
mighty works, and had the Spirit of his Father 
given Him without measure ; but say, — and you 
will say truly, — and think, and feel, that He is 
merciful, that He is all kindness and all wisdom, 
that He does mighty works every day, — ^for " all 
power is given to Him in heaven and in earth :" 
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— ^that He has the Spirit of His Father, and daily 
distributes of it to his disciples, that so we may 
all receive of his fulness. These are the feelings 
wWct we may gain from the New Testament. 
Faith Mill come by reading, as of old time it 
came by hearing; and when we have thus be- 
come familiar with Christ, have learned to love 
Him, and to know that He not only was, but is 
now, a living object of our love, the prospect of 
being with Him for ever will not seem like a 
vague promise of we know not what, but a real 
substantial pleasure, which we would not forfeit 
for all that the world can offer. 



The Lord's Supper. 

The Communion will be a powerful means of 
grace to us, if the fault is not our own. It will 
be a means of grace, — ^I beg attention to the 
words ; for this is a point very necessary to be 
understood, in order to avoid a superstition as 
foolish as it is mischievous. "It is the spirit 
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:" 
that is, it is not the consecrated bread and wine 
that have any virtue in themselves, for that 
would be to make them like a charm ; but it is 
the state of mind which the preparation for and 
partaking in this ordinance implies, and is so 
well fitted to produce, which is so highly to be 
desired, and which tends to strengthen and con- 
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firm onr faith. When, therefore, persons Trho 
never or very seldom receive the communion in 
health, are anxious to partake of it before they 
die, I am a&aid that this desire is very often a 
mere deceiving superstition. They do not go to 
it as a means of grace ; but as a means of gain- 
ing them pardon without grace, — as a means by 
which they may be saved without having in 
their lives heartily turned to God. And this is 
to make the communion a gross superstition ; it 
is, in fact, to regard it as if it were a charm. 



Who -are invited f 

God alone can tell when and from what seem- 
ingly slight causes, feelings of repentance and 
faith may arise within us ; and, therefore, that 
communion, which is the best support of weak- 
ness, the best encouragement to our first endea- 
vours after goodness, ought not to be long 
together withheld from your reach* It may be, 
that an impression which otherwise might have 
been soon worn out may be thus fixed for ever ; 
it may be, that the spiritual food thus offered at 
the very hour of need may be indeed the bread 
of life. X call then, not upon the hard and 
utterly careless, but upon those, whoever and 
how many soever they are, who have at any 
rate received the good seed; who have some*- 
times thought of their souls ; who have if it be 
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no more than felt one honest wish that thej had 
a share in Christ's redemption. Let that one 
wish be encouraged ; and let him who has felt 
it, resolve to come to the supper of Christ, that 
he maj feel it again and ion ever. 



The Will given. 

Nothing, indeed, can be more easy than to tell 
you of the salvation oflFered by Christ Jesus ; — 
that He died for us, and rose again ; and that, 
having overcome the sharpness of death. He has 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
I could tell you this, as you have often heard it 
before ; and the words would seem so old and 
familiar to your ears, that you could hardly fix 
your attention on them ; while the thing itself 
would be so strange and foreign to all your 
feelings and notions, that you would not bring 
it home to your hearts and lives. Our Lord had 
been speaking to Nicodemus about his sinfiil 
nature, and the necessity of its being changed ; 
and even then Nicodemus did not enter into his 
meaning. Much less, then, could he enter into 
the great doctrine of salvation through Christ ; 
he could not attend to what was said of the 
means of <^uring him, if he did not feel that he 
was sick. And, therefore, Christ well said to 
him^ " If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
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believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you 
of heavenly things ? " * * * 

In the things of religion, it is the will that we 
all want, and not the power ; it is the appetite 
for our spiritual food, and nothing else, that is 
required; it is our hearts that are sick and weak, 
rather than our understandings. And what is it 
by which we can make them strong ? What is 
it, indeed, and who can give it us ? No friend, 
no teacher, no minister of the Gospel; no parent, 
however watchful, however tenderly affectionate. 
No man can deliver his brother, no friend his 
friend, no parent his child. All that the utmost 
care and kindness of man, or even of angel, 
could do in our behalf, is to point out the spring 
of the water of life : but to drink it depends 
upon yourselves only; and to desire to drink 
it depends on the gift of the Spirit of God. 
If we are sick and weak, and our appetite for 
our food is gone, it is of no use to tell us to eat, 
or to put food before us ; we must get the appe- 
tite, and then we shall eat naturally and health* 
fully. And we know that there are means by 
which our appetite, when lost, may be regained. 
K we are sick and weak, it does not follow that 
we shall never be weU and strong, if we use 
those means which common sense and the ex- 
perience of others have told us to be useful. 
So also, there are means by which the appetite 
of our souls may be recovered ; there is a way 
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by which they may "become well and strong ; 
and common sense, and the experience of all 
good men, and the word of God Himself, has 
declared to us what these means are. You all 
know that I speak of the habit of prayer ; you 
want the will to come to Christ ; you want to 
love good more strongly than you now love it ; 
you want to love it so much as never to love any 
sin better. But you want what neither others, 
nor yourselves, by yourselves, can give you. 
" No man can come unto God, unless God will 
draw him." You may say, " Perhaps He will 
not draw me; and, therefore, I shall never be 
able to come to Him." Nay, but hear his own 
promise, — " No father will give his son a stone 
when he asks for bread ; and if we, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto our children," 
— ^if you know, by experience, how kind are 
your earthly parents, how much they would 
give up for your good, how carefully they would 
do all in their power to benefit you, — "how 
much more shall your Father that is in heaven 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" 
Be assured that no request which you can make to 
the kindest of earthly fathers will ever be so sure 
to be readily granted as the request which you 
may make to your heavenly Father, that He will 
teach you to love Him. Pray to Him constantly 
for his help to open your eyes, and soften your 
hearts ; and be sure that such prayers will not 
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be in vain. Pray to Him to show 70U what He 
thinks of the evil that you are every day com- 
mitting, and to make you think of it in the same 
manner : and depend upon it that you will judge 
of it, ere long, very differently from what you 
now do. And this is in your own power. You 
can, if you choose bend your knees, and utter 
words to God ; you can speak to Him in your, 
hearts at certain seasons, whether you have op- 
portunity to bend your knees or not. You can 
make a point of so speaking to Him every day ; 
of forcing yourselves to do it, if you cannot do it 
willingly ; and then, if you go on in this way, 
merely resolving and practising to speak to God, 
— I care not in how few words, so that they are. 
the words of your own hearts, — asking Him to. 
be merciful to you, and to make you his own 
true children, be assured that the will anfi the 
love of his service will very soon be given to, 
ypur prayers, and you will be brought, by the. 
Holy Spirit, to know and to love the Father, and 
his Son Jesus Christ. 



Be not " offended''* 

Our translation of the Bible was made more 
than two hundred years ago, so that it is not 
wonderful that some wprds, in the course of that 
time, have changed their meanings. " Offend," 
in the text, and in many other places in. the 
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New Testament, means "to tempt or lead another 

into sins ;" so that hy "offending one of these 

little ones," our Lord does not mean " vexing 

them," " making them angry," or " ill using 

them;" but "tempting or leading them into 

evil," or " throwing any hindrances in the way 

of their doing what they ought to do." It is 

this which He calls so wicked, that it were better 

for us to die this moment than be guilty of it. 
* « « « * 

For you who are assailed by these and other 
such temptations ; for you, whom Christ calls 
his children, and whom the devil and his ser- 
vants would fain make ashamed of your Father 
and your Lord ; for you, who are laughed at 
because you will not be idle, or drunken, or 
extravagL. or undutiM. or in some w*; or 
other base and low-principled, — beware lest 
you. suffer yourselves to be " offended," that is, 
lest you are laughed and frightened out of 
your eternal salvation. After all, they that are 
with you are more and greater than they who 
are against you. All the wise and good and 
noble among yourselves ; all good and wise and 
honourable men ; all blessed spirits that love 
the service of God, and delight to aid those who 
are fighting in his cause ; and, above all, that 
Holy and £temal Spirit Himself, your Comforter 
and mighty Deliverer, whose aid and perpetual 
presence with you was purchased by your Re- 
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deemer's blood. Trust in these, and be not 
afraid of all that hell and its servants can do to 
you : " Fear not them who can kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can do ; 
but rather fear him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell." 



Chrises Lessons to the Young. 

Yqtj little has, as we know, been mentioned 
of our Lord's early life, and nothing at all is 
told merely to satisfy our curiosity. Yet in the 
short story from which the words of the text are 
taken, we find a lesson given as to the very 
main points of our duty when young ; as, in the 
fuller record of his older life, we find our guide 
and example for those points on which we most 
need instruction in manhood. And it is worth 
while to notice what those points are : they are, 
first, an earnest desire to improve Himself, that 
so He might be fit for his Father's service, when 
He should be arrived at riper years; and, 
secondly, a dutiful obedience to his parents, 
while He was as yet under age. 



Christ in the Temple. 

Christ was found by his parents in the temple, 
" sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions." It is strangely 
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mistaking the meaning of this account, and 
utterly destroying its usefulness, to call this, as 
some have done, "Christ's preaching in the 
temple ; " as if, at twelve years old, and long 
before He had begun his ministry. He would 
have attempted to teach the authorized teachers 
of his country. The drift of the story is wholly 
different: it does not represent Him as doing 
what no one could imitate without presumption 
and folly, but as doing and feeling what all those 
of his age ought to do, and feel also. He was 
anxious to gain improvement, and took pains of 
his own accord to gain it. He was interested 
in what He heard, and tried to get a thorough 
understanding of it; he did not only sit and 
hear what was said, as if that were in itself of 
any use, but He wished to heed and to profit by 
it. He was found hearing the doctors in the 
temple, and asking them questions : if anything 
in what they said was too hard for Him, if He 
could not fully comprehend it, He asked for more 
explanation ; — He asked questions about it, be- 
cause He wished to know it. The point in the 
example is, that you should in youth gain the 
knowledge which may make you better and 
wiser men hereafter. 
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Christ shall give thee lAghU 

The Psalmist said, long ago, that he was 
grieved because he saw the ungodly in sudi 
prosperity; and the last of the prophets, Malachi, 
said, that many in his time thought it of no use 
to serve God, because they who tempted God 
were even delivered ; that is, they who sinned 
often found their profit in it. So also Christ, 
speaking of the latter times, such as those in 
which we are now living, says, " that because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many will 
wax cold ;" that is, because the wicked shall go 
through life unpunished, many will grow tired 
of the service of Christ, and think that the wages 
of sin will answer better. Nor will it be till this 
earth and all that are in it are burnt up, that 
their calculation can be proved to have been as 
foolish as it was wicked. Be not, therefore, 
surprised at this, nor discouraged, you, whoever 
and how many soever you may be, who can 
bear Christ's words, and are guided by Christ's 
Spirit, and love your Saviour, because He has 
saved your souls from sin and destruction. For 
you the events recorded in this week are not 
idle words ; you have an interest in that most 
solemn story ; nor is it like a mere tale of other 
days, that Christ was betrayed, and crucified, 
and rose again the third day. In that death, 
and in that resurrection, are contained to you all 
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that makes it truly an infinite blessing to have 
be^n bom. Go on still in the strength of Christ's 
Spirit ; and though you fall, yet shall you arise 
and conquer at the end. And for you who are 
yet in suspense, not yet able to bear all Christ's 
words, but still aroused, and inclined to listen 
to Him, — may the seed, once sown, be merci- 
fully preserved and fostered; may you go on, 
till you understand the way of God more per- 
fectly ; may it be said of you, not only " that 
you are not far from the kingdom of God," but 
that you have, in sincerity, entered into it, and 
have made its holiness and its happiness your 
own J 



To whom is the Oospel precuiJied f 

On former occasions I have spoken less than 
some, perhaps, might expect, of the*promises of 
the Gospel; and have dwelt much more upon 
your own individual faults and duties. Assuredly, 
if any one among you were filled with an entire 
hatred of sih, — if he were thoroughly anxious to 
become like God, and felt most deeply the infinite 
distance between the most pure and most high 
God, and himself a sinner, — to such an one I would 
hasten to hold forth the Gospel promises, — to such 
an one I would repeat all those comfortable words, 
of which the Scripture is so full — that there is 
no condemnation for those who believe in Christ, 
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and that all who believe in Him are justified 
from all things firom which they could not be 
justified by the law of Moses. I would say, that, 
through the aid of Christ's Spirit, they should 
be daily renewed after Christ's image, till their 
resemblance to God should be the sure sign that 
they were, indeed, the children of God. This, 
I say, is the language which we should use to 
those who are really anxious about their salva- 
tion; who really are dissatisfied with and distrust 
themselves, and love and entirely desire to please 
God. It was when the publican said, in since- 
rity and earnestness of heart, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner," that he went down to his house 
justified rather than the Pharisee. It was when 
Job confessed that he had endeavoured to justify 
himself In vain, and that he now abhorred him- 
self, and repented in dust and ashes, that the 
answer of God was given, that he had spoken 
the thing that was right, and that his latter end 
should be blessed more than his beginning. 
But I fear, that, to most of you, the best proof 
that the mercies of your redemption are not the 
fittest subject on which to address you, is con- 
tained in the fact, that you are so little interested 
in hearing of them : " The law then must be 
your schoolmaster to bring you unto Christ;" 
that is, we must try if, by any means, declaring 
to you the pure and perfect law of God, and 
contrasting it with your own principles and 
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practice, we can succeed in making you feel 

your sin and your danger, and so, ready and 
eager to fly to Christ for deliverance. 



Preparation for the Ministry. 

Undoubtedly, it is a solemn deliberation in 
what line of life God calls upon us to serve 
Him; and we know this, that it is beginning 
with most evil omens, if we enter upon any pro- 
fession or way of living, to which we cannot 
humbly believe that He has called us. Family 
convenience, prospects of preferment, must not 
outweigh higher considerations; and this applies 
especially to that most solemn of all callings, 
and in which, above all others, worldly well- 
doing in it may be quite independent of the 
fitness of our hearts and minds for the discharge 
of its duties. A young man of very low under- 
standing is not likely to be called upon by his 
friends, or tempted by his own inclination, 'to 
enter upon the profession of the law ; a young 
man of a feeble body and a weak spirit, unapt, 
both in body and mind, to encounter toil and 
danger, will not often wish, or be wished by his 
friends, to go into the army or navy. But how 
many do we see every day, who are wished, 
and who consent readily, to enter into Christ's 
spiritual warfare, to become ministers of Christ's 
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Gospel, while their minds are wholly disinclined 
to heavenly knowledge, and their hearts "With- 
out any relish for heavenly love ! This, assuredly, 
is an entering into the sheepfold by another 
way than by Christ, the door; it is a taking 
charge of the sheep, with the selfish feelings 
of the hireling, not with the zeal and affection 
of the good Shepherd, But you are young yet, 
and you may hope, that before the time comes 
when you will actually enter on the ministry, 
you may have gained that desire to know and 
to do God's will, and to save the souls of others, 
which as yet you cannot pretend to feel. ; Then, 
if you have this hope, do your best to realize 
it ; if you think that God does call you into his 
service, live as worthy of thiat call; at school 
and at the university, if your firiends' wishes 
and your own prepare you to enter hereafter 
into the ministry, see that you regard yourselves 
as vessels fashioned to honour, and to be pre- 
served especially pure and bright for our 
heavenly Master's use. If you do so regard 
yourselves, and so strive to fit yourselves for 
your heavenly profession, it may be, and I trust 
l^^ill, that in the call of outward circumstances, 
and the wishes of your friends, you may here- 
after recognise the true call of God. 



.^rt'-M, 
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The Yolk made easy. 

In doing God's will, and striving to pnrify 
ourselves from evil, there is enough that ia 
irksome, and ever will be, to our natural incli-. 
nations and feelings. But is this such an 
excuse as God will allow for not doing what 
He has commanded us ? Is it not here rather, 
that we should learn to practise our Saviour's, 
command — " Let a man deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me " ? What is 
denying ourselves, but doing what we do not 
like, because it is the will of our Master ? What 
is it to take up our cross daily, but to find and 
to bear daily some difficulty or other, 8ome> 
hindrance in ourselves or others, which besets 
and would close up our path of duty ? But it 
may be said, and said truly, that we cannot go 
on for ever doing what is irksome to us ; that 
we may try for a time, but to continue suck 
painful efforts is absolutely impossible. It is 
so— and what, then, is the consequence of this, 
truth? The Apostle's words will tell u9:--r 
" That which the law could not do, because it- 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit." 
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He means, that the love of Christ, and the aid 
of his Spirit, make us able to do what of our- 
selves we could not do, because they help us to 
love what by nature we esteem but do not love. 
We all know, and some may remember the 
beautiful words in which the heathen poet has 
expressed the fact, that love makes the hardest 
task easy. Even so, he who loves God and 
Christ, finds in himself a stronger motive to 
please Him, than his natural dislike to what is 
good: and though the struggle never ceases 
altogether till the day of the redemption of our 
bodies, yet the victory is no longer with sin, but 
with grace. The natural evil inclination, the 
weak and coiTupt flesh, still finds duty painful ; 
but the regenerate Spirit, born again of the 
Spirit of God, and sharing in its Father's like- 
ness, finds the will of its Father more pleasant 
than the flesh feels it painful ; and so the will of 
God is done, and the man is redeemed from the 
bondage of sin and misery. This is the case 
with one duty as well as with another ; what- 
ever we have to do at God's call, which we find 
irksome to us, it is by the love of Christ, and 
by the help of his Spirit, that we shall find 
the pleasure greater than the pain. 
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The true Guide, 

Nothing, I suppose, shows the weakness of 
human nature more than this perpetual craving 
after some guide and support out of itself; this 
living upon the judgment of others rather than 
on our own. And it is not to be disputed but 
that we do need a guide and support out of our- 
selves, if we would but choose the right one. 
All the idolatry in the world grew out of a just 
sense of human weakness. * « * 

Images of brass, and wood, and stone — the sun 
and all the host of heaven — are adored no 
longer : but the sense of human weakness still 
presses upon us, and, averse as we are to turning 
to our true Guide and Guardian, we only change 
the nature of our idolatry, and become idolaters 
of our fellow-men. « * » 

I hold it, therefore, to be certain, that in our 
days, and for the bulk of mankind, there is 
a choice of only two things : they must worship 
God or one another ; they must seek the praise 
and favour of God above all things, or the praise 
and favour of man. Being too weak to stand 
alone, they must lean upon the Eock of Ages, 
or upon the perishing and treacherous pillar of 
human opinion. 
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"-4^ seeing Htm who is invisible" 

Now, when the last Apostle was on the point 
of being called to his Lord, Christianity seemed 
completely to be laimched upon the ocean of the 
world, to struggle against all the storms which 
might assail it. In that full sense in which 
Christ had foretold it, He was now to be mani- 
fested only to those who loved Him ; for the rest, 
neither sign nor wonder, nor teaching of infal- 
lible truth and unalloyed wisdom, would be 
granted to them any more. Behold us here, 
then, still in this state in which the Church of 
Christ for more than seventeen centuries and & 
half has been striving — still seeing no sign from 
heaven — still vainly seeking amidst our diffi- 
culties and doubts for any living voice of in- 
fallible wisdom — ^yet still with heaven and hell 
close beside us every hour — still the servants of 
Christ, whether we choose to follow Him or not> 
and reserved to stand, whether living or dead, 
before his judgment-seat at his coming. 



The Armour of Proof. 

It cannot be too often repeated, — and never 
was the lesson more needed than at this hour, — 
that it is nothing but a thorough love of 
righteousness and goodness that can, with the 
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blessing of God, keep our faith alive. To a 
good man, the evidence of the Gospel is abun- 
dantly satisfactory; to a bad man, it seems to 
have no force at all. Unless our principles 
support 6ur faith, our faith will not long uphold 
our principles. In times of outward peace, such 
as those which we have long experienced, nothing 
is more common than to see men of unholy lives, 
and with no real love of goodness, not only loud 
in their profession, but undisturbed in the belief 
of Christianity. Attacks upon their faith do 
not come in their way, or, if they do, they are 
made only by a small and inconsiderable party, 
and are urged weakly and ignorantly. In this 
state of things, the defenders of Christianity 
have the public voice on their side ; their argu- 
ments are applauded, and their victory is really 
complete; for it is gained over adversaries 
whose blows have been struck timidly and 
blindly, who have fought under the disadvan- 
tage of having the general feeling against 
them. But in times of another kind, when the 
general feeling becomes divided, and the cause 
of Christianity has lost many of its artificial 
supports, nothing will support our faith effec- 
tually but a real and earnest love of its prin- 
ciples, and a lively hatred of everything that is 
evil. When unbelief, instead of being received 
with general abhorrence, becomes generally 
fashionable, when our profession of faith loses 

E 
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that confidence which is given ty seeing that 
die majority are on its side, then a man must 
begin in earnest to examine his own founda- 
tions, to look for a stay within him, when 
outward aids begin to fall away. Woe to him 
in that moment, if his support be only intel- 
lectual, if he relies^ alone on the books or the. 
arguments which he had been used to consider 
all tjrlumphant ! 



The House left empty. 

It is true that thoughtlessness, merely consi- 
dered in itself, is a fault which growing years 
are very likely to. amend ; and this is the reason, 
I believe, why older persons sometimes view it 
with indifference. It is true that the empty 
house will assuredly be filled hereafter; but, 
because it has been left so long empty, it is the 
evil spirits, far more than the Spirit of God, 
that are likely to become its inhabitants. I use 
the language of that beautiful parable which, 
was read in the Gospel this morning, and- which 
so strongly enforces the truth, that idleness and 
carelessness, although they are very likely to 
be, themselves, removed, axe likely also to be 
only changed for other and worse evils, instead 
of for gjood* In fact, in other words, he who 
is, idle, in youth, because that is the natural 
fault of youth, is likely tq be worldly-minded 
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in a&er life, because that is the imtiuml fault of 
ixjanliood. And, therefore, I regard carelessiiess 
as au evil and alarming symptom, because it is 
a proof, that in the heart left so empty, the 
Spirit of God cannot be abiding ; and where He 
IB not^ it is but a choice between varieties of 
evil. 



GfocTs Scholars ; or, Books and the Bible, 

" If any man speak," says St. Peter, " lei 
him speak as the oracles of Grod." May I say, 
" If any man read, let him read as if his book 
were God's work ; " or, " as if he were God's 
scholar?" But it seems a very difficult thing, 
to read on a great variety of subjects, and yet 
read as God's scholars ; difficult as most Chris- 
tian graces are difficult, but not surely impos- 
sible, if we follow the right way of effecting it. 
Now, we cannot read all things- as God's scholars, 
if we have nevcK been his scholars, at all; we 
cannot find Him, or see Him, by faith, in every 
place, if we have never learnt to know his voice 
where it speaks, in its own proper tonesto us. In 
other words, we cannot, mak^e a Christian use ©f 
other books if the Book of God itself be not 
familiar to us. * * * * If we do once get 
a knowledge of the Bible, — ^by which I mean not 
a knowledge of the mere history and antiquities 
of the Jews, but of the principles of life which 

E 2 
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the Bible teaches ; and above all, the great prin- 
ciple which runs through it from beginning to 
end, that God should be all in all to us in our 
lives, — then we learn to get that true view of 
the world and all things in it, which will, in 
a manner, perforce, present itself to our minds 
whenever a false view is laid before them. If 
this be rooted and implanted in us, anything 
opposite to it will no more fail to bring it vividly 
before us, than anything that is agreeable to it ; 
nay, I know not that the very contrast does not 
serve to set it off; and whether the Christian 
ever feels more keenly awake to the purity of 
thft spirit of the Gospel, than wlien he reads the 
history of crimes and follies related with no true 
sense of their evil, or when, in the deepest strains 
of passionate poetry, all the miseries and all the 
joys of life are touched upon, save that only 
misery of sin, which he knows to be alone in- 
curable ; save that only joy of a heart at peace 
with God, which he knows to be alone eternal. 

We may read all things then, and yet read 
all as God's scholars; drawing even from the 
writings of those who thought but of evil, or at 
least were utterly careless of God, a food for 
holy and spiritual principles to be nourished 
with. 
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PASSAGES FROM VOL. III. 



" The Love of Christ constraineih i^." 

To Him, then, who felt the same temptations 
which you now feel, — who was Himself a boy, 
and knows that part of human life as well as all 
the rest, — who feels for it as deep a sympathy, — 
and who, because it is a time of peculiar danger, 
regards it, for that very reason, with peculiar 
care, — with Him let his surpassing love con- 
strain you to take refuge. Remember — (it is 
not a little thing to remind you of) — ^remember 
that feelings which you might shrink from ex- 
posing to any human eye, — annoyances, weak- 
nesses, which even your dearest friends might 
treat lightly, or perhaps with ridicule, — the 
lightest distress that can vex you, the humblest 
temptation which can beset you, — little trials, 
little uneasinesses, which I could not even ijaen- 
tion here without seeming to trifle with the 
sacredness of the place, which, in fact, you 
would hardly like to make much of to your own 
selves, and yet which do affect the goodness 
and happiness of your lives ; all these are re- 
garded as tenderly by Christ as if they were 
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the greatest matters in the world in human esti- 
mation. Whatever affects your comfort, and so 
affects your conduct, is of importance in the 
eyes of Him with whom you have to do. 
Perhaps you would hardly express some things 
in words, even in your secret prayers ; they 
seem so trifling to bring before God. But 
Christ can read your hearts, and knows what is 
labouring within them; He knows what it is 
which most troubles you, or most tempts you ; 
and though it be not uttered in words, He re- 
gards you with his sympathy, and will deliver 
you, or strengthen you to your need. Or if, 
feeling that you neglect Him, that you hsive 
often beard his call in vain, you think that yon 
are unworthy of his regard ; if you would fain be 
better before you offer yourselves to Him, — then 
remember that it was the poor, the maimed, the 
halt, and the blind, whom the king in the para^ 
ble called in to his marriage supper. When 
they came in, he furnished them with the wed- 
ding-garment ; but he did not expect that they 
should w«,it till they had themselves procured 
one. It is a true parable! Christ's Spirit is 
given tt) Christ's redeemed ; it is his promise to 
his people. Think you that you can obtain it 
of yourselves before you offer yourselves to 
Him ? No ; it is not only a great truth of the 
Gospd, but, it is the very Gospel itself, that all 
which is demanded of us, in the first instance, 
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is, that the love of Christ should constrain ns to 
come to Him ; — that, feeling our own weakness 
and his power, we should come to Him with 
repentance and faith, grieving for our own evil, 
and trusting to Him to cure us. And oh that 
this love of Ohrist, our mighty and perfect 
Saviour, liiight indeed constrain us all to conie 
unto Him with humble hearts, that He might 
purify us and strengthen us unto life etetnal ! 
Might it constrain us to appear iit his table, 
however unworthy we feel to be admitted there ! 
If we wait till we are worthy, heaven and eartJi 
shall sooner pass away, and the judgment over- 
take us in our siiis. But rather let us go, to be 
made worthy ; let us go, because He has loved 
us ; and we, though cold and careless, and full 
of sin, would fain love Him. Let us go, because 
we are poor and needy, and because we would 
fain be made rich in all good works, which are 
the gift of his Spirit. Let us go, because we 
want help, — ^because a veil is drawn between us 
and heaven, and we yearn for bur eyes to be 
opened. Let us go, because we are afraid to go, 
and half unwilling. Let us go, that our fond 
fears may be stilled, and our dishonest back- 
wardness removed ; that we may fear lesis, and 
be more afetive and zealous ; thit our will may 
be wholly as his will, and our weakness strength- 
ened by his power. 
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The Veil done away in Christ, 

Things with which we are not familiar are 
slow in winning our belief ; it does not follow 
that we should believe them to be false, but 
their very strangeness will not let us fully 
receive them and enter into them as true. Any 
wonderful story belonging to a subject which 
we have not very often thought about, seems 
incredible to us ; because we do not know what 
there is to make that which seems so wonderful, 
agreeable in reality to truth and reason. And 
so it is, above all, with the truths concerning 
God and Christ. If we keep them generally 
out of our minds, our belief in them waxes 
fainter and fainter ; we all know how vague 
and powerless is the fear of God's judgments to 
restrain us, when the temptation is strong to 
indulge in our own ways and desires. It is 
powerless, because it comes across our minds in 
a sort of stray thought, and finds nothing in our 
habitual views and notions ready to entertain 
and sympathise with it. Our hearts say with 
Pharaoh, " Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice?" We may well ask, for we, 
in fact, do not know Him. Who is the Lord? 
Try and think of Him as a Spirit, as one who has 
neither beginning nor end ; who is everywhere, 
yet with no bodily form. Think of Him in 
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this way, and can we find Him out by search- 
ing ? Nay, He is, and will be, for ever hidden ; 
they are but words with which we deceive our- 
selves, fancying that they give us real know- 
ledge. But he who has studied God in Christ, 
who has learnt to feel towards Him somewhat 
as Christ felt, to think of Him as his Father, 
who loves him with an infinite love ; who has 
studied God in Christ in a yet higher sense, 
that is, has learnt to love Christ for those divine 
perfections which his life exhibits, and for the 
infinite love shown to us in his death; who 
thinks of Christ as gone before him into the 
imknown world, and amidst everything there 
imknown and incomprehensible can yet fix his 
thoughts, and hopes, and affections, upon the 
one object whom he can conceive of, Jesus, the 
Son of Man, " who is not ashamed to call us 
brethren :" such a man has learnt to love God, 
and so has learnt to know Him ; to him God's 
judgment is not a vague and strange thought ; 
it represents to him the loss of what is the dear- 
est hope of his life, — to be for ever with Jesus, 
who gave his own life for him, and, being glori- 
fied through Jesus, to be made able to know 
God as He is. 
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God in Christ 

What IS the knowledge of the ^Father which 
we, as Christians, have gained? It is ncrt the 
knowledge of his great power alnd wisdom, for 
nature itself teaches ns these, — " the heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth his handy-work ;" or if we look around 
us upon earth, the mountains and green hills, 
the fields and trees, the fowls of the air and the 
cattle, they teach the same ; and yet, perhaps, 
above all, our own bodies and minds, " so fear- 
fully and wonderfully made/' declare the power 
and wisdom of Him who made them. Nor is it 
altogether the knowledge of his goodness ; for 
although the^e is in creation much of suffering 
and of evil which we cannot understand, istill 
there are many more proofs that God wills the 
happiness of his creatures ; even as seen in the 
works of creation only, we might think of Him 
as a God who loves to be gracious. But this is 
a knowledge of God very insufficient for out 
infirmities. It is very magnificent to think of 
when we are at ease in ourselves, well and 
happy; but it fails us when the trials of life 
press upon us. Then the thought of God's 
mere wisdom and power is overwhelming rather 
than comforting. The high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity is so far removed from our 
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weaktoess, that tre cannot lift up our ^jres to 
Him with any hope of attracting liis tegaard. 
And there is so much suffering upon earth, in 
particular cases, that however much We may 
Relieve in God's goodness Upon the whole, yet 
We may well doubt whetheT it will teach to us 
— ^whether h creature so insignificant may not 
^eirish, as we tread an insect trnitter ottr feet, and 
be as nothing in the infinite scheme of (rod's 
providence. When I thus put myself in thought, 
even for a moment, out of the light of Christ's 
Gospel, when I fancy myself to be as one to 
whom the Son has not revealed the Father, it 
seems to heighten my sense of the happiness 
which it is to have been taught of Christ. For 
consider what it is to be told that " God so 
loved the world, that He gave his only-begotten 
Son, to the end that all who believe in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
In these few words there is contained all that 
we need. We might have thought that God, 
so great and so exalted, might scarcely regard 
us, the children of men; that although the 
general system of His providence Was for good, 
yet that, as in human systems, even in this 
little world of ours, particular evil passed unno- 
ticed if the general benefit be secured ; so, and 
much more, it might be in the viast system of 
the universe. But now we hear that God not 
only wills the good of the universe as a whole. 
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but that He loves us, the inhabitants of this 
world: and not that He loves us merely, but 
that He so loves us as to have given his only- 
begotten Son to save us ; and this not for man- 
kind in general, but for each one of us in parti- 
cular ; " that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish." Nor yet is it a love that reaches 
to this* world only, that will provide for us till 
we die ; it is an everlasting love, to be enjoyed 
by us everlastingly. For God gave his Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should have 
everlasting life. 



The Thought of Christ's l)eath needful for tis. 

Let us ask ourselves, at what time in our 
lives, or to whom amongst us, the thought of 
Christ's death is not needed ? Each and all of 
us, the oldest and the youngest alike, may put 
this question to himself: — At what moment of 
my life would not the thought of Christ's death 
be useful to me? Am I sick, or in sorrow? 
There needs nothing to tell us how welcome it 
sounds to our ears then. Am I walking, as 1 
trust, in the faith and fear of God, at peace with 
Him, and growing daily in grace, honoured in 
my generation, and useful in society ? Oh, then, 
how needfiil is it that I should turn my thoughts 
to that cross, by which all this state of blessing 
was purchased for me ! What had I been, had 
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Christ not died? Where had been my peace 
with God? where the progress in godliness 
which Christ's Spirit had given? Or, if I am 
honoured in my generation, and apt to think 
much of myself for being so, let me remember 
that cross on which He who did more good to 
man than was ever done, hung for hours, not 
thanked or honoured, but mocked and reviled ! 
Again, am I struggling with sin, and find the 
contest almost too hard for me ? Am I hindered, 
rather than helped in this struggle, by those who 
are living with me? Am I inclined to be 
afraid of what they can say or do to me? Then 
let me look to Christ's death ; and think that his 
blood was shed for those struggling, like me, 
with the evil within and without them ; that 
He, amid all tauntings and all revilings, was so 
much more than conqueror, that in that very 
hour He was strong to save those who looked 
to Him for succour ; — that even then He could 
say to the sinner who, like me, implored his aid, 
" To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise !" 
Or, if I am not struggling with sin, but careless 
of it — if I am not sick, not sorrowful; but yoimg, 
and healthy, and happy — if my blood flows in 
my veins so boundingly, that it is an hourly 
pleasure to be alive ; one thought upon Christ's 
death may be the continuance of this happiness 
for ever. One thought upon Him, who, when 
He could have commanded all that earth could 
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yield, chose rather to suffer and to die ! One 
thought of those warning words, with which He 
repressed the tears of the women of Jerusalem, 
" If they do these things in the green tree, what 
shall be done in the dry?" Tet, once more, if 
we are living a life not thoughtless, but over- 
careful ; if it is not our bounding blood, but the 
ijitense activity and power of our mind's ener- 
gies, which is making us to live twenty liyes in 
one ; — ^then, too, how wholesome, how humbling, 
yet how soothing and how ennobling, is the 
thought of Christ crucified! Wholesome and 
humbling ; for it tells us that our mind's power 
could not have prevented us from being in God's 
sight more worthless than his lowest creature, 
turning his gifts, as we do, to other endS: than 
his glory ; yet soothing and ennobling also ; for 
it speaks of a perfect peace when, the exertion of: 
our faculties becomes feverish from its intensity; 
it teUs us of a height to be attained herea^rv. 
so far above all our hopes and notions, that, tor 
the purposes of that divine life^ the intelligence 
which now. seems to compass earth and heaven, 
will be as useless a^ we should find, for our pre- 
sent life, the first. feeble and dre$imy conceptions 
of a child, 
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The B^lp of the Holy Communion, 

May wQ go to the communion with a true 
desire to awaken and keep alive in our hearts 
the remembrance of his death, in all its saving 
power I May we go, feeling our want of such 2^ 
memorial, and desirous to apply it to the par- 
ticular evils or dangers of our own individual 
souls ! May we go, not superstitiously hoping 
to find a charm in the bread and wine, as if th^ 
flesh would profit us anything ; not hoping, I 
mean, to be spared the necessity of being watch- 
ful for ourselves, to be able to pray the less, or 
labour the less for the future, because we have 
been partakers of Christ's communion ; nor yet 
let us go with the presumptuous hope that 
temptations will assail us the less, that sin's 
power will be subdued within us, that we shall 
have no more falls, no more broken resolutions, 
because we have been admitted at Christ's table. 
We must not hope for this; for so should our 
conflict cease before life was over ; so should we. 
enter into our rest before yet the sun was down. 
We must not expect to have no falls, no more 
broken resolutions, but we may hope to have 
fewer J we must not expect to be freed from 
temptations, but we may hope to have gained 
greater ability to withstand them.. Let us. go 
soberly and humbly, yet with a Uvely hopQ and 
a strong desire.^ What a^e. we, tha,t o^r. I«iord. 
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should admit us at his table ? Yet, seeing that 
He does so admit us, is it not an earnest of 
more that He will do for us ? will it not further 
us in that race whose prize is life eternal ? In- 
deed, it was appointed to help us on in that 
race, to be to our spirits a quickening spirit, by 
setting before them continually the death of 
Christ. I have endeavoured to show you how 
it does this, and how great is the use of it ; that 
it is not a mere ceremony, or intended to act 
secretly and mysteriously, like a charm ; but by 
meeting directly the wants of our nature, and 
supplying food for its best affections; by so 
cleaving us from evil, and so disposing us to 
good, that our hearts may be rendered fitter to 
receive the gift of Christ's Spirit, and so be 
quickened for ever. 



Quiet Times, 

Do we desire some stronger religious excite- 
ment than usual? some solemn occasion to 
oblige us to think and to pray? some event 
that may break through the unmoved current of 
our daily life, and not allow it to stagnate ? It 
is a natural desire, but a vain one. Life will 
have its tranquil hours, its unvaried days, its 
ordinary and unexcited feelings; but what 
then? True it is that one will not come to us 
from the dead to make us repent ; yet still we 
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have the prophets and apostles : let us hear 
them. How precious are those quiet moments, 
when we may show our love for God's call by 
listening for and catching its softest sound! 
With the world all around us, with death, and 
sorrow, and care, seemingly at a distance; on 
the plain road of human life, so far from the 
edge of the hill that we can enjoy no prospect 
of the distant country, none of the far-off horizon 
where earth and heaven meet, have we not 
God's light to guide and cheer us, and God's 
air to refresh us, and God's work to do ? No ! 
God is not far from every one of us ; never is 
the true Christian left alone. There are no 
especial solemnities calling our attention; is it 
not solemn enough to live and breathe in this 
world of wonders ? There are no great changes 
in our life or condition awaiting us to call forth 
extraordinary devotion; but what is our daily 
change from sleep to waking, and from waking 
to sleep ? what is the flight of every day out of 
the limited number of the days of our existence ? 
And then for opportunities, are they denied us ? 
Does any day pass without Christ's name being 
presented to our ears, without prayers being 
offered up in our presence, reminding us of 
things so great ; even life and death, and God 
and eternity ; that if they will not rouse us, by 
what can we expect to be roused? If the period 
now before us is indeed to go on quietly, let us 

F 
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be awake ourselves, and then we may be sure 
that its quiet will have nothing of dulness; 
that Grod will be near enough, and the aid of 
his Spirit abundantly ready, and our progress 
in grace marked by no obscure or doubtfiil 
signs. And then if so using these ordinary 
seasons and ordinary means of grace, there 
should arise anything extraordinary, if aught 
of a public or private nature should bring with 
it an especial warning, how ready shall we be 
to receive it and to profit by it ! How fi«e fix)m 
confusion and alarm should we receive Grod's 
unusual call, when his voice in its most ordi- 
nary language had been so long familiar and 
endeared to us? Then, whether its import were 
to strengthen us in all goodness, or to wean us 
from the world by fatherly correction, or to call 
us to a new and untried line of duty, still we 
should be ready to receive it for our good. Our 
hearts are ever wavering, and ever need Gk)d's 
strengthening hand ; but we had not let them 
become hardened in sin by our neglect; they 
were weak, but not utterly cold or rebellious. 
The world wins us all too much ; and who does 
not feel that chastening would be good for him ? 
But even in the midst of the world we had lived 
with God, and his correction does but help our 
spirits to rise more freely to Him whom they 
had sought, and had found to be their freedom, 
even amidst their bonds, God may have new 
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and different trials in store for ns ; but in those 
which He had given us before, we had found 
Him faithful. So, having Moses and the pro- 
phets, having the guidance of the Spirit of truth, 
and having daily followed it, we shall not need 
one to rise from the dead for the confirmation of 
our faith ; but our spirits having been raised up 
already by Christ's Spirit, we can wait con- 
tentedly for God's good time, when the same 
Spirit shall quicken our mortal bodies also. 



Christ ofwr Priest 

Christ, then, by one offering, has perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified. By one offer- 
ing, namely, the offering up of Himself upon the 
Cross, as on this day, for the sins of the whole 
world. By this offering we are perfected, and 
without it we were lost. Undoubtedly, these 
few words are the very sum and substance of 
the Gospel: this, even this which is so soon 
told, was the message which Christ bade his 
servants carry to every creature; the message 
which, whosoever should believe, should live; 
and verily, whoever does believe it, becomes 
thereby so manifestly, even to our eyes, a child 
of life, that the word of promise seems to need 
no further assurance; it commends itself so 
perfectly to our most perfected reason, that we 
cannot doubt its truth. 

f2 
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And yet it is no less certain that these few 
words have seemed to many highly unreason- 
able; they would fain, in some way or other, 
qualify the simple assurance, that he who believes 
shall live. They would do so, because by man's 
fault so many unworthy senses have been 
attached to the word " belief," that it seems to 
have no necessary connexion with " life eternal." 
But whatever words we put in the place of it, 
seem to me, in some degree, to alter and impair 
the perfect image of Divine truth. It has never 
been found that they who, in their care for 
holiness, have narrowed the freeness of the 
Gospel promise, have thus really secured more 
holiness amongst Christians ; on the contrary, it 
has been seen many times, that they who followed 
after righteousness have not attained unto right- 
eousness, because they have sought it not of 
faith, but by the works of the law, and have 
stumbled at the great stumbling-stone. 

I use these words purposely, because they 
have often been used amiss, and been made the 
language of a party ; and there is a danger, 
when any expressions of Scripture, from having 
been so abused, become connected with un- 
pleasant associations, lest we should rather 
shrink from them almost unconsciously, dnd so 
deprive ourselves of the benefit which, in their 
own native truth, they can so largely render. 
The meaning of them is that in which I first 
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quoted them, i.e. that those who, distrusting 
God's way of salvation as not being enough 
practical, try to make it, as they think, more 
practical, do, in fact, make it less so ; they try 
to mend the human heart with a far less power- 
ful remedy than that which they suspected 
would be ineflFectual. That is, if I were to call 
upon you to be holy as God is holy, to desire 
earnestly eternal glory, and to labour to fit 
yourselves for it, I should be using language far 
less likely to convert and keep the soul in the 
right way, than if I were to implore you to 
believe in Christ, and to accept the Gospel 
promise, that "he who believes shall live." 
Every heart, however constituted, with all our 
manifold varieties of power and disposition, can 
yet find in Christ that which will better suit its 
peculiar nature than anything to be found else- 
where ; all of us, if we could truly believe in 
Christ, should assuredly find that our faith had 
saved us. " Christ, by one ofiering, has perfected 
us for ever :" He offered Himself up for us all. 
Believe this ; and how necessarily does it follow, 
that, " if one died for all, then were all without 
Him dead? " And, undoubtedly, there is in this 
a view of the evil of sin, which, even while we 
say that it is there, we can never perfectly enter 
into; it is true, and that we can understand, 
that if we were dead without Christ, our natures 
and conduct must be, in the sight of God, evil ; 
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we can understand, I say, that this must follow ; 
the youngest here, I think, can understand it, 
that God cannot be pleased with us, if He would 
have given us no other portion than eternal death. 
But how &r is understanding that it must be so, 
from really believing that it is so ; from making 
the truth, I mean, a part of our mind's food, as 
we do with such moral truths as we do make 
our principles ; from constantly judging of, and 
feeling towards ourselves, as this truth would 
make us judge and feel? Surely, there is in 
this something so humbling, so overwhelming 
every notion of self-satisfaction, that if it were 
believed, and could be taken apart from the truths 
which God has mixed up with it, we could not 
live under the weight of it : so depressing, so 
chilling, so fatal to every sensati9n of joy, is the 
abiding thought that we are evil in our Maker's 
sight, and that, as defiling the beauty of his 
universe, our only portion is destruction. Taken 
apart from the truths which God has joined with 
it, the belief of this would kill us ; but taken 
with them, how surely will it make us live ? We 
were dead without Christ; but He has died, 
and therefore we live. Now, those depths 
which before it would have been madness to 
gaze upon, should be regarded by us constantly 
and steadily ; we have that which will hinder us 
from becoming dizzy with the gaze. We may 
now, we not only may, but ought, to fix our 
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minds upon what we were, whilst we, at the 
same time, think of what we are. So evil in the 
sight of Gk)d, and yet so loved ! It is impossible 
to touch on such thoughts without the most 
humiliating sense of the utter unworthiness of 
our touching upon them ; of the painfal contrast 
which they offer to our lives. 



The same. 

We know, and all idolatry has been but an 
example of this feeling, that God is hard to find ; 
that the invisible, the incomprehensible, comes 
not within the range of our senses or of our 
minds; over bofli, the condition of our nature 
has drawn too thick a veil. Therefore we do 
need a high priest, who may be to us in the 
place of God, and lead us to God when per- 
fected. Therefore Christ crucified, when we 
take the words in all their fulness, is all that we 
need; and without Him we are nothing. He 
is one whom we can understand and love ; we 
can conceive of Him in his life ; we can con- 
ceive of Him as crucified ; and still, because He 
is still the Son of Man, we can also conceive of 
Him as risen and ascended into heaven. With 
Him we may commune, for his words are before 
us ; and not only the words, but even He who 
spoke them : He, through the description of his 
disciples, is, in a manner, before us too. And 
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when He tells us that He has died for us through 
the love of God, what does it not say both of 
our own evil and of God's goodness? What 
does it not say of the danger which is ever near 
us, and of the safety and happiness in which we 
may stand, by keeping fast hold on the thought 
of Christ? He has perfected us; that is, the 
work is complete, if we would but believe it ; 
but till we do believe it, it is in us not com- 
pleted. It is complete in us when our hearts 
are softened, and God, and Christ, and our own 
sin are fully before us ; but as they pass away, 
so it becomes again undone. It becomes un- 
done, because then we do not believe ; another 
belief is ruling in our hearts ; the belief that we 
may follow our own ways, and live safely with- 
out God. And for how many hours, and how 
many days, and weeks, and months, does this 
belief, this belief of evil, this unbelief of good, 
rule within us ? And how naturally does it keep 
the veil upon our hearts ; that veil which, without 
Christ, will remain on them for ever — the veil 
between us and God? But when we shall turn 
to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away ; when 
we believe in Christ, we shall also believe in God; 
when we believe in God, the Father of Christ, 
we shall know and feel what is meant by infinite 
holiness and infinite love ; and by the one ofier- 
ing of our high priest, once offered, we shall feel 
that we who were dead are made alive — that we 
are now for ever perfected. 
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Christ our only Priest. 

There Is no truth more important and more 
deeply practical than that of Christ being our 
only priest ; that without any other mediator or 
intercessor, or interpreter of God's will, or dis- 
penser of the seals of his love to us, we each of 
us, of whatever age, or sex, or condition, are 
brought directly into the presence of God through 
the eternal priesthood of his Son Jesus ; that 
God has no commands for any of his servants 
which are not addressed to us also ; has no 
revelation of his will, no promise of blessings, 
in which every one of Christ's redeemed has 
not an equal share. He speaks to ns, not 
through the ministry of others, but directly ; 
his message is in our hands, and it is ours to 
read it, and to receive it. True it is, that it is 
hard to conceive a Christian standing by himself 
in his relations to God : that this is not so, is 
shown above all other proofs in the institution 
of the Holy Communion ; we are to communi- 
cate there, not with Christ only, but with our 
brethren. "But we all being many are one 
body," and Christ is our head ; we all, through 
no aid of any one particular portion of our body, 
draw near, through the blood of Christ, to God. 
Where two or three are gathered together in 
Christ's name, there is all the fulness of a Chris- 
tian Church, for there, by his own promise, is 



74 PASSAGES FEOM THE 

Christ Himself in the midst of them. Nor let 
any confound with the profane superstition of a 
priesthood, the reverent ordinance of our Church 
and all other Christian Churches, that the ordi- 
nary ministration of the communion is com- 
mitted to Christ's ministers ; that it is most fit, 
most excellent, as a rule of order and decency, 
that they who minister should especially wait 
on their ministry in the very holiest act of our 
Christian brotherhood. But they minister not 
as distinct from their brethren, but as being of 
their number; they give no holiness to the 
communion, which is holy by Christ's ordinance, 
and because it is the communion of his body 
and blood. They give nothing, but Christ gives 
all; and they and all their brethren receive 
alike of his fulness. Therefore, it is so great 
and solemn a blessing, that we communicate 
with Christ without any mediator; with God, 
through the mediation of Christ only. A great 
blessing it is, but a great charge also ; we can- 
not lay our sins, or our ignorances, or our care- 
lessnesses, upon any other men; they cannot 
bear them, nor atone for them; the account 
must remain our own for ever, to be cancelled 
only by our own personal faith in Christ our 
Saviour. All the work to be done is our own ; 
all those things of infinite height and depth ; 
God, and Christ, and life eternal, or sin and 
eternal death, are brought before our own minds, 
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for our own fall consideration and decision of 
them. 

Earnestly then, may we implore you, the 
youngest not least, that you try steadily to im- 
press on your minds your Christian privileges 
and responsibilities ; for the two ever go toge- 
ther. Each one of you is called hy Christ Him- 
self, to come unto God through Him ; not to 
look out for another to stand between you and 
Christ. The aid of Christian ministers is vari- 
ously granted; it may well happen that some 
of those who hear me may, in the events of life, 
be placed in situations where this aid may be 
denied them; that they may either be out of 
the reach of any minister, as has been the case 
sometimes abroad, or circumstances may hinder 
them jfrom deriving any benefit from him. But 
remember, that wherever Christian ministers 
J^^y ^9 yo^ are never without God, and never 
without your great High Priest, through whom, 
every day and every hour, you may have access 
to God. Prayer is yours, and yours is the pro- 
mise of the Spirit, and yours is the blood of the 
covenant: and what do you need more ? These 
are yours, to use for your salvation, or to forfeit 
for your ruin; you may not decline the trust 
committed to you, for God has given you his own 
Son to be your priest and mediator, and He will 
not have you, like the idolaters of old, seek after 
one of man's devising. 
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Moral Certainty of the Christians Resurrection. 

Once think of any one so devoted to God, as 
living principally in relation to Him, and it be- 
comes as difficult to conceive of such a one that 
he is perished, as to conceive of any other that 
he will not perish. For here we have a man 
possessed with faculties and with affections, that 
nothing on earth has satisfied or can ever satisfy ; 
his life is imperfect ; he seems to bave been cut 
off most untimely, if that God, whom here on 
earth the yery best men can only see, as it were, 
through a glass darkly, shall never be known to 
him more fully. And when we see such a man 
living to. God continually, putting aside the 
objects which other men live for, and manifestly 
setting before himself another object, namely, 
the love of God in Christ ; — when we see him 
going on quietly, attracting no great notice or 
glory on earth, yet ripening continually in all 
goodness ; suffering with cheerfulness, labouring 
with unwearied zeal, meek and forgiving, tem- 
perate, yet not severe ; making the best possible 
use of earth and earthly things, yet ever looking 
beyond them ; it is manifest that his conversa- 
tion or citizenship, as St. Paul calls it, is not 
here, and that if the grave close on him for ever, 
he who has lived better than any other class of 
men, will alone, of all men, never have reached 
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the haven which he desired, nor attained the 
end of his being. It is like those foreign plants 
whose flowers and fruits will not come to per- 
fection in our climate ; but whose natural 
strength and beauty make us feel only the more 
sure that they must have, elsewhere, a better 
and more genial climate of their own. 



Strengthen thy Brethren. 

In every society there are those, like St. Peter, 
to whom it may be said, " When thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren." There are, 
and always must be, some who have more in- 
fluence than their neighbours. Age gives influ- 
ence, money gives it, power gives it, station in 
society gives it ; and supposing all these points 
equal, yet still men cannot be equal altogether, 
for then personal character gives it. Nothing 
can hinder firmness, and wisdom, and virtue, 
from exercising an influence over the minds of 
those who witness them. There must then be 
some everywhere to whom Christ gives this 
solemn charge, " When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren." Every advantage 
which we have over others, makes us subject 
to this charge. K we are older, we should 
strengthen those who are younger ; if we have 
the ascendancy given by strength, and activity. 
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and decision of character, or by general ability, 
or by consideration of whatever sort, then we, 
being converted, should strengthen our brethren ; 
we are answerable, not for our own souls only, 
but also, in a certain measure, for those of 
others. And this is a point which especially 
concerns us here. Every one of us who becomes 
awakened to a real sense of what it is to be a 
Christian, has a double call upon him, to 
save himself and his brethren also. Tou 
may say, how can we do this ? If we have 
no advantage of age, or situation, or great 
talents, or force of character, — ^how can we 
influence others ? I answer, that the Spirit of 
Christ is still the Spirit of power ; that to this 
day signs and wonders follow them that believe. 
I do not mean that you can bid the blind see, 
or the cripple walk ; that you can drive away 
the stroke of sickness, or bid the dead arise. 
But never yet did any soul turn sincerely to 
Christ, but the Spirit of power was there. Grood- 
ness is power, and ever will be. Steady and 
consistent goodness, whether in young or old, in 
rich or in poor, must enjoy an influence, must 
make itself felt amongst those who see it ; must, 
in some instances, — ^I do not say in all, or in 
the majority, for the miraculous gifts of healing 
extended to a few only amongst many sick ; — ' 
but it must, in some instances, open the eyes 
of the ignorant or thoughtless, bid the crooked 
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walk uprightly, abate the fever of selfish and 
violent passions, nay, arouse the dead in tres- 
passes and sins, till he is awakened and lives. 
Assuredly, the leaven will spread, the leaven 
must spread ; not so fast, or so surely, alas ! as 
the leaven of wickedness ; yet, to a certain ex- 
tent, they who are truly converted themselves, 
always, I believe, multiply the number of Christ's 
servants; they do find themselves enabled to 
strengthen their brethren. 



Christian Professions. 

It is to be feared that we connect, very un- 
justly, a very different sense of our responsibility 
to God with the thought of different professions. 
K a person is going into the ministry of the 
Church, that, of course, is acknowledged by all 
to be the service of God ; there we know that 
we are bound to offer Him our best. But take 
other professions, the law for instance, or medi- 
cine, or any other civil calling ; it is not so cer- 
tain that this truth is equally acknowledged. 
And if we go to the active professions, the army 
or the navy, would it not sound even strange to 
the ears of many persons to be told that these 
were the appointed callings in which they were, 
in St. Paul's language, to abide with God? 
Yet is it not most certain, that if there be any 
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calling in which we cannot think even of our- 
selves as serving God, that calling must be a 
sinful one? For surely the business of our lives 
must be devoted to God ; it cannot be enough 
to give Him only that portion of our time which 
our regular employment leaves at liberty. I 
hold it, therefore, to be most certain, that if any 
one is unable to fancy himself serving God as a 
soldier, or as a sailor, to him those callings are 
sinful ; it is at the forfeit of his salvation that 
he enters them. But let him consider whether 
this be the fault of those callings in themselves, 
or his own ; and if he sees no reason to doubt 
that the callings are good and lawful, that they 
involve great duties, and a very great field for 
individual improvement, then let him look upon 
them, or whichever of them he makes his choice, 
as his appointed line of serving God. * * * 
Christ's soldiers you are and must be, whether, 
as far as concerns your ministry amongst your 
brethren, you are called upon to minister at 
home or abroad, in peace or in war, in the battle 
field or in the house of God. In all these dif- 
ferent callings, He, in his goodness, allows us to 
glorify Him, and to benefit our brethren ; in all 
we may offer to Him our gold, our firankincense, 
and our myrrh; whatever accomplishments of 
body or mind, whatever faculties, whatever af- 
fections, He has given us most abundantly. 
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The Christians Ground of Hope, 

The hope of a Christian is a most reasonable 
hope in itself, inasmuch as it grows out of our 
knowledge of what fatherly love is, even amongst 
ourselves ; and as God's love exceeds ours no 
less than his power exceeds our power, so a 
Father, almighty and all-gracious, will not, we 
are sure, destroy his children, or suffer them to 
be destroyed. And whereas it is a matter of 
fact perfectly notorious, that, in the common 
course of things, this relation between Grod and 
man has become disordered, and that we do not 
feel towards Him as loving children feel to a 
loving father, so it is manifest that something 
was wanted to restore this feeling in us, and to 
put us into such a situation that we might safely 
apply to ourselves the hope derived from a source 
on God's part no less sure than the sureness of 
his two essential attributes, power and love. 

Keason, then, tells us that the children of an 
eternal and all-gracious Father will keep their 
relationship to Him for ever. Experience tells 
us that we do not stand naturally in this relation 
to God, because there is wanting in us its neces- 
sary sign, love to our Father, and a confidence 
in his love towards us. Revelation tells us that 
God has restored us to this relation, by giving 
so infinite a proof of his love towards us, as 

a 
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invites, nay, constrains us, if duly believed, to 
feel a full, confiding, grateful, in a word, child- 
like love of Him in return. And the proof ap- 
pealed to by revelation is this, — that God gave 
his own Son to die for us. Doubtless the proof 
is so great, that none can be greater. " K God 
spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, shall He not, with Him, freely give 
us all things?" Undoubtedly we are become 
the children of God, and heirs of all the hopes 
of God's children, if this be so. And if we have 
sufficient grounds to be satisfied of the fact, no 
sound mind can doubt the conclusion. 



la Christ divided ? 

The question, then, to be considered, and for 
all those who are entering into life it is a grave 
one, is that of the text, " Is Christ divided?!' 
* * * It is a question of fact, whether, indeed, 
Christ be so divided, as that some who call 
themselves by his name are not really his ; 
and if so, then it is a question practically still 
more important, " By what signs may we judge 
of any man^ or set of men, belonging to this 
number ; and if we may conclude that any do 
belong to it, then how should we feel and act 
towards them ?" 

There is yet another question arising out 
of the same words: "Is Christ divided'* by 
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any differences among his people, such as do 
not make either part cease to be really his? 
And if He be not divided, is it not a fatal mis- 
take to suppose that He is ; to confound dif- 
ferences with divisions, and to break up the 
unity of the Spirit for the sake of a variety in the 
form ? So, then, the words, " Is Christ divided?" 
lead properly to these two great duties of all 
Christ's servants, not to reckon those as be- 
longing to them who are not their Master's ; 
nor, again, to count those as separated from 
them, whom their Master does not cease to 
acknowledge as his people. * * * This, 
then, means, if applied to a young man prac- 
tically on his entrance into life, that, as pledged 
to be Christ's follower, his sympathies and 
friendships must be with those, and with those 
only, who are truly Christ's followers also ; that 
his standard of unity should be a holy life ; his 
standard of division a wicked one; that he 
should bear this feeling ever uppermost, amid 
the various earthly and evil divisions which he 
will find around him, striving in two ways to 
confound the true ; both by making him in- 
different to sin, where it is found in those of 
his own earthly party, and cold towards good- 
ness when found in those of the opposite party ; 
that yet, while reftising his sympathy and 
friendship to the evil, he should remember that 
an outward and nominal bond at least of Chris- 

a2 
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tian communion still unites him with them ; 
and that, therefore, in outward and ordinary 
intercourse, he ought not to separate himself 
altogether from them ; for his own sake, for 
their sake, and for Christ's sake, shutting them 
out of his friendship and confidence; but for 
his own sake, and their sake, and Christ's sake 
no less, not shutting them out from his charity 
or his courtesy. He should, in short, at once 
bear in mind the real division between him and 
them, and the visible union : not so pressing on 
the former, as to make him forget the latter, 
nor so thinking of the latter as to forget the 
former ; but rather availing himself, if possible, 
of the visible union to bring about a union of 
heart and spirit also. 

But now for the other part of this inquiry, and 
one, in these days, of great importance also. We 
have seen how Christ is divided, divided wholly 
and eternally, and that is by sin. Is it true that 
He is divided except by sin ? Do any such dif- 
ferences among his people as make neither 
party cease to belong to Him, really divide Him ? 
And if they do not divide Him, is it not the 
very master-art of Satan to make us believe 
that they do, and so to draw oflf our attention 
from that real division which he is seeking con- 
tinually to encourage, the division between good 
and evil ? 
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" One is your Master ^ 

Having, then, the Christian's hope as an 
anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, and 
knowing that this hope can only be kept alive 
by prayer and watchfulness, in other words, by 
a holy life ; knowing, also, that in this your hope 
no evil man is a partaker, and that all are joint 
partakers in it with you who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity ; feeling strongly both 
by what Christ is divided, and by what He is 
not divided, go forth into the manifold contests 
and temptations of our time to advance your 
Master's kingdom, and to glorify his name. 
Seek all truth, so long as you hold by Christ's 
anchor, humbly, earnestly, fearlessly ; be most 
resolute to win and keep it yourselves, most in- 
dulgent to those who mistake it ; most firm in 
protesting aga-inst the presumption of those who, 
having, at the best, gained it by accident, but 
more often being themselves sunk in error, 
declare that they alone are possessed of it, and 
with a yet worse blindness make that pretended 
truth on which they have chanced to stumble 
the standard by which to judge of their Master's 
servants. Be of one party to the death, and 
that is Christ's ; but abhor every other ; abhor 
it, that is, as a thing to which to join your- 
selves ; for every party is mixed up of good and 



86 PASSAGES FROM THE 

evil, of truth and falsehood ; and in joining it, 
therefore, you join with the one as well as the 
other. If circumstances should occur which 
oblige 70U practically to act with any one party, 
as the least of two evils, then watch yourselves 
the more, lest the least of two evils should, by 
any means, commend itself at last to your minds 
as a positive good. Join it with a sad and re- 
luctant heart, protesting against its evil, dread- 
ing its victory, fax more pleased to serve it by 
suffering than by acting; for it is in Christ's 
cause only that we can act with heart and soul, 
as well as patiently and triumphantly suffer. 
Do this amidst reproach, and suspicion, and 
cold friendship, and zealous enmity ; for this is 
the portion of those who seek to follow their 
Master, and Him only. Do it, though your foes 
be they of your own household ; those whom 
nature, or habit, or choice, had once bound to 
you most closely. And then you will under* 
stand how, even now, there is a daily cross to 
be taken up by those who seek not to please 
men, but God ; yet you will learn no less how 
that cross, meekly and firmly borne, whether it 
be the cross of men's ill opinion from without, 
or of our own evil nature struggled against 
within, is now, as ever, peace, and wisdom, and 
sanctification, and redemption, through Him 
who first bore it. 
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The Golden Chain, 

Let us resolve to serve Christ steadily; and 
that we may serve Him, let us, with our hearts 
opened towards heaven, and receiving fully into 
them the light of the Spirit of God, kneel down 
on our knees before Him, not once a day, much 
less once a week only, but often, but perpetually ; 
and yet more, when we cannot kneel down on our 
knees, let us, while standing or sitting, in the 
intervals of our work or of our amusement, link 
together, as it were, our more special and solemn 
devotions by a golden chain of heavenward 
thoughts and humble prayers, not trusting to 
our general good intentions, but refreshing our 
continued decays and failings with as continued 
a recourse to the ever-open fountain of the grace 
of God. 

The Christian Observance of Sunday, 

If any man will say, I am not under the Law, 
the Sabbath is but a shadow of things to come ; 
but now that Christ, who is the substance, has 
appeared, what need have we of the shadow ? If 
any man so speaks, and claims so high a measure 
of the Spirit of Christ, let him examine himself 
most carefiiUy, to see whether indeed the free 
Spirit of Christ be in him; let him consider 
whether the Spirit of Christ has so perfectly over- 
come the weakness of his flesh, that evil desires 
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are dead in him ; that indolence, that passion, that 
covetousness, that whatsoever exalts itself against 
the obedience of Christ is become quite weeded 
out of his nature. If he be such an one, so 
rich in the love of God in Christ, so perfectly 
conformed to the Spirit of God ; no doubt, he 
needs not for himself the aid of carnal ordi- 
nances, nor needs he the help of one day out of 
seven to enkindle his heavenly affections, when all 
his life is passed as if he were in heaven already. 
And yet, even could such a man be found, were 
it no dream that he existed amongst us, yet even 
he could not profane the rest of our Christian 
holy-day, and be blameless. For still there 
would apply to him the charitable counsel of 
St. Paul, in a similar case, " Take heed, lest by 
any means this liberty of yours become a stum- 
bling-block to them that are weak. For if any 
man see thee who hast knowledge despising the 
ordinances of the Lord's day, shall not the con- 
science of him who is weak be emboldened to 
despise them also, and, through thy knowledge, 
shall thy weak brother perish, for whom Christ 
died ? But when ye sin so against the brethren, 
and wound their weak consciences, ye sin against 
Christ." Not the holiest and most perfect Chris- 
tian, therefore, could, without sin, profane the 
Lord's day ; because he would be tempting 
others, by his example, to despise a help which 
they most needed. But for us, in general 
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not for others only, but for ourselves, do we 
require to keep holy the Lord's day. To us, the 
bond of the commandment, broken by Christ's 
Spirit, has, through our unworthiness, closed 
again. We still need the law ; we need its re- 
straints ; we need its aid to our weakness ; and 
though Christ's blood has freed us from its bitter 
penalty, yet we may not refuse to listen to the 
wisdom of its voice, because the terror of its 
threatenings is taken away from the true be- 
liever. 



The holy Angels. 

All, as it seems to me, that we can safely 
gather from the Scriptures on this subject, is 
this: that we are not the highest beings in 
creation ; that there are others raised above us, 
we know not with what differences, or in what 
degree ; and that although we can hold no com- 
munion with them, yet they are not uncon- 
cerned in what regards us, but while serving 
their God and ours, minister in ways unseen 
and unknown to those whom their Lord and 
ours is not ashamed to call his brethren. 

The practical use of what is told us concern- 
ing these beings may be best learnt from the 
words of the text, — " Take heed that ye despise 
not one of these little ones ; for I say unto you, 
that in heaven their angels do always behold 
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the face of my Father which k in heaven:" or 
as nearly the same sentiment is expressed in 
another place, — " There is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth," 

Now what is meant to be impressed npon ns 
by both these passages is, that in onr careless- 
ness about sin and God's service, we stand, as it 
were, alone in creation ; that higher beings view 
with interest every one who is striving to do 
Gt>d's will; that they rejoice over every soul 
gained over from the cause of evil to the cause 
of good. « * * I know 

not of any thought at once more humbling and 
more comforting, than, when looking upwards 
into infinite space, to feel that those thousand 
worlds may be still good in the sight of God as 
when they were first created ; that we alone are 
at variance with the perfect harmony of the 
universe ; and that, instead of being despised or 
abhorred by those purer beings who have not 
sinned as we have, they are rather more joyful 
than ourselves when any of us are rescued from 
our evil state ; and that He, the Lord of all, 
sought us out amidst so many that went not 
astray ;. and gave his help, not to angels, but to 
the seed of Abraham, that He might save that 
which was lost. 
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The GuiU doubled. 

'^It must needs be that temptations or 
difficulties come, but woe unto him by whom 
they come ! *' " It must needs be," that is, it is 
morally impossible that it should not be so; 
if we look at what our nature is, and how few 
set themselves in earnest about renewing it, we 
may feel quite sure that both we ourselves, and 
every individual with whom we are acquainted, 
will meet in the world his share of difficulties 
and temptations. But let us for ourselves, every 
one individual amongst us, take heed for his 
own personal part, that neither for himself nor 
others does he assist in creating these diffi- 
culties and temptations. There can be nothing 
said more strongly than the words of our Lord, 
in which He declares that for him who does so 
create them, " it were better that a mill-stone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea," It is a guilt 
distinct from the general guilt of our own sins in 
the sight of God, and one which greatly aggra- 
vates that. If we lived alone in the world, then 
our badness would hurt ourselves only; it 
would be sin, but it would not be what the 
Scripture calls "offence," that is, conduct to 
hurt the souls of others. But we do not live 
alone ; we cannot act independently of others ; 
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our good and evil must have an effect upon 
them ; our good must bring forth fruit in the 
hearts of others also ; our sin must contain that 
other and deeper guilt of tempting or disposing 
to sin some of God's little ones. * * * We are 
engaged, all of us, to set forward Christ's king- 
dom ; to put down evil ; to help and set forward 
eood. We are engaged to do this in many- 
various ways, but all with one common spirit 
We are engaged, so far as our power goes, to 
make goodness pleasant, honourable, and easy 
to every one of our brethren ; to throw around 
evil all possible hindrances ; to make it shame- 
ful, disgusting, contemptible, hateful. He who 
does so is serving God, and is a fellow-worker 
with Christ's Spirit; he who does not, is serving 
sin, and is a fellow-worker with the spirit of 
evil. 



The Catholic Church, 

I know not any thing more delightful to a 
Christian temper than to dwell on this particular 
character of Christ's Church, its being catholic 
or universal ; that while divided from our fellow 
men by so many barriers, difference of race, of 
colour, of country, of language, of laws and 
customs, of tempers and opinions, and provoked 
sometimes by the uncharitableness of others to 
sin ourselves in the same way by imitating 
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them, and to judge them not to belong to 
Christ's Chnrch who would so untruly and so 
mischievously deny that their brethren belong 
to it ; yet still Christ's Church is not so narrow 
as our foolishness or impatience would make it ; 
and with all good men who call upon his name, 
however divided from us in every thing beside, 
we are yet fellow-members of his body, and 
shall be saved together through Him. 
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PASSAGES FROM VOL. IV. 



The Path through the Wilderness. 

"And the Lord God said, Behold the man is become as one 
of us, to know good and eviL" 

This is declared to be man's condition after 
the fall. * * The double fact implied in the word 
" fall " is of the last importance ; the fact, on the 
one hand, of our present nature being evil — the 
fact, on the other hand, that this present nature 
is not our proper nature ; that the whole busi- 
ness of our lives is to cast it off, and to return 
to that better and holy nature, which in truth, 
although not in fact, is the proper nature of 

man. 

« 4& « 4& « 

But individual experience, and history, apart 
from Christianity, would make us regard this 
progress as fearfully uncertain. Clear it is that 
we are in an evil case ; we have lost our way , 
we are like men who are bewildered in those 
endless forests of reeds which line some of the 
great American rivers: if we stay where we 
are, the venomous snakes may destroy us, or 
the deadly marsh air when night comes on will 
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be surely fatal ; it is deatii to remain, but yet, 
if we move, we know not what way will lead ns 
out, and it miay be tbat, while seeming to ad- 
vance, we shaU be but going round and round, 
and shall at last find ourselves hard by the 
place from which we set out at the beginning. 
Nay, we may even feel a doubt — a doubt, 1 say, 
though not a reasonable belief, but a doubt 
which at times would press us sorely — whether 
the tangled thicket in which we are placed has 
any end at all ; whether our fond notions of a 
clear and open space, a pure air, and a fruitful 
and habitable country, are not altogether merely 
imaginary; whether the whole world be not 
such a region of death as the spot in which we 
are actually prisoned; whether there remains 
anything for us, but to curse our £gite, and lie 

down and die. 

« « « « « 

But when the declaration has been made to 
us by God Himself, that this dismal swamp in 
which we are prisoners is but an infinitely small 
portion of his universe, that there do exist all 
those goodly forms which we fanq^ed, and more; 
when God declares, too, that we were, in the 
first instance, designed to enjoy them ; that our 
error brought us into the thicket, having been 
once out of it; that we may escape from it 
again ; nay, much more still, when He shows us 
the true path to escape, and tells us that the 
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obstacles in our waj have. been cleared^ and 
that He will give ns strength to accomplish the 
task of escaping, and will guide ns, that we do 
not miss the track ; then what shall we saj to 
those who insist upon remaining where they 
are, but that thej are either infatuated, or indo- 
lent and cowardly, even to insanity ; that they 
are refusing certain salvation, and are, by their 
own act, giving themselves over to inevitable 
death? This, then, is the truth taught us by 
the doctrine of the Fall ; not so much that it is 
our certain destruction to remain where we are, 
for that our own sense and reason declare to us, 
if we will but listen to them; but that our 
present position is not that for which God de- 
signed us, and that to rest satisfied with it, is not 
a yielding to an unavoidable necessity, but the 
indolently or madly shrinking from the effort 
which would give us certain deliverance. 



Onwards I 



Our path is not backwards, but onwards. 
Israel in the desert was hungry and thirsty, 
while in Egypt he had eaten bread to the full ; 
Israel in the desert saw a wide waste of sand 
or sandy rock around him, while in Egypt he 
had dwelt in those green pastures and watered 
gardens to which the Nile had given freshness 
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and life. But that wilderness is his appointed 
way to Canaan; its dreariness must be ex- 
changed for the hills and valleys of Canaan, 
and must not drive him back again to the low 
plain of Egypt. There is a moral wilderness 
which lies in the early part of our Christian 
course ; but we must not hope to escape from it 
but by penetrating through it to its furthest 
side. 



The great Change. 

I wish that I could increase, if it were pos- 
sible, the sense which you have of the difficulty 
of becoming thoughtful, so that you could but 
see that out of this very difficulty, and indis- 
solubly connected with it, comes the grace of 
Christ's redemption. You have not strength of 
purpose enough to shake off folly and sin; 
surely you have not, or else, why should Christ 
have died ? It is so hard to come to God ; 
undoubtedly so hard, that no man can come 
unto God, except God will draw him. Nature 
herself leads us to be careless ; our very strength 
and spirits of themselves will not allow us to 
reflect. Most true; for that which is bom of 
the flesh, is flesh; and we inherit a nature 
derived from him in whom we all die. 

« « « « « 

You may look at the prospect before you in 

H 
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all its reality ; you may see how mucli must be 
given up, how much withstood, how much 
endured ; how hard it is to alter old ways, not 
in itself only, but because the change attracts 
attention, and is received, it may be, with doubts 
as to its sincerity, with irony, and with sneers. 
There is all this before you; it cannot be denied; 
it must not be concealed. The way to life is 
not broad and easy ; it is not that way which is 
most trodden. To pass from what we are to 
what we may be hereafter, from an earthly 
nature to an heavenly, cannot be an easy work, 
to be done at any time, with no effort, with no 
pain. It is the greatest work which is done in 
the whole world, it is the mightiest change; 
death and birth are, as it were, combined in it ; 
but the Lord of birth and of death is at hand, 
to enable us to effect it. Think that this is so ; 
and the more you feel how hard a task is set 
before you, the more you will be able to under- 
stand the language of joy and thankfiilness with 
which the Scripture speaks of a human soul's 
redemption. This great work may be wrought 
for every soul here assembled; the want of 
sympathy in sacred and serious things may be 
changed to sympathy the most intense; the 
carelessness of fools may be changed into 
spiritual wisdom. It may be wrought for all ; . 
but it is more happy to think that it will be 
wrought for some ; for whom, no mortal eye or 
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judgment can discern ; but it will be wrought 
for some. If many should yield in despair to 
their enemy, yet some will resist him ; if Christ 
be to many no more than foolishness; if his 
name convey nothing more than a vague sense 
of something solemn, which passes over the 
mind for an instant, and then vanishes ; yet to 
some, undoubtedly, he will be found to be the 
wisdom of God, and the power of God. There 
are some here, we may be quite sure, who will 
be witnesses for ever to all the world of men 
and angels, that what truly was impossible to 
nature, is possible to nature renewed and 
strengthened by gi*ace. 



The Spark kindled. 

There may be some who, being strongly moved 
when they hear Christ's call, may be almost 
ready to exclaim, " Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee whithersoever thou goest:" there may be 
others whose anxious and half-despairing prayer 
may be, "Lord, I believe: help thou mine 
unbelief:" but if any one is moved by Christ's 
call, and feels within himself that he should like 
to follow Christ, and to be with him always, 
let him cherish that work of the Holy Spirit 
within him, which has given him if it be only 
so much as the will to be saved. It is a spark 
which may be quenched in a moment ; in itself 

h2 
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it can give no assurance ; but if any one watches 
it carefiiUy, and prays that it may live and be 
kindled into a stronger spark, till at last it 
break out into a flame, then for him it is full of 
assurance ; God has heard his prayer ; and he 
has received the gift of the Holy Spirit, an earnest 
of his eternal inheritance. 



Stolen or Oiven f 

" The world, and life, and death, and things 
present, and things to come, all are ours." 
" They are all ours, so far as we are Christ's." 
The world is ours; its manifold riches and 
delights, its various wisdom, all are ours. They 
are ours, not as a thing stolen, and which will 
be^taken from us with a heavy over-payment of 
penalty, because we stole it when it did not 
belong to us ; but they are ours by Grod's free 
gift, to minister to our comfort and to our good. 
And this is the great difierence ; the good things 
of the world are stolen by many ; but they 
belong, by God's gift, to those only who are 
Christ's : and there is the sure sign generally to 
be seen of their being stolen, — an unwillingness 
that He to whom of right they belong should 
see them. What a man steals, he enjoys as it 
were in fear ; if the owner of it finds him with 
it, then all his enjoyment is gone; he wishes 
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that he had never touched it ; it is no source of 
pleasure to him, but merely one of terror. And 
so it is often with our stolen pleasures ; stolen, 
I mean, not in respect of man, but of God — 
stolen, because we do not feel them to be God's 
gift, nor receive them as from Him with thank- 
fulness. They may be very lawful pleasures, 
so far as other men are concerned; pleasures 
bought, it may be, with our own money, or given 
to us by our own friends, and enjoyed without 
any injury to any one. They may be the very- 
simplest enjoyments of life, our health, the fresh 
air, our common food, our common amusements, 
our common society; things most permitted to 
us all as far as man is concerned, but yet things 
which are constantly stolen by us, because we 
take them without God's leave, and enjoy them 
not as his gifts. They are all his, and He gives 
them freely to his children. If we are his chil- 
dren. He gives them to us, and delights in our 
enjoyment of them ; as any human father loves 
to see the pleasure of his children in those things 
which it is good for them to enjoy. But, then, 
is any child afraid of his father so seeing 
him ? or is the thought of his father any inter- 
ruption to his enjoyment ? If it would be, we 
should be sure that there was something wrong ; 
that the enjoyment, either in itself, or with 
respect to the particular case of that child, was 
a stolen one. And even as simple is the state 



102 PAJSSAQES FROM THE 

of our dread of Grod, of our wish to keep hia 
name and his thought away from ns. It is the 
sure sign that our pleasures are stolen, either 
as being wrong in themselves, or much oftener 
because we have taken them without being fit 
for them, have snatched them for ourselves in- 
stead of receiving them at the hands of God. 
Two of us may be daily doing the very same 
thing in most respects; enjoying actually the 
very same pleasures whether of mind or body,— 
the same exercises, the same studies, the same 
indulgences, the same society ; and yet these 
very same things may belong rightfully to the 
one, and be stolen by the other. To the one 
they may come with a double blessing, ss the 
assurance of God's greater love hereafter ; to the 
other they are but an addition to that sad 
accoxmt, when all good things enjoyed here 
having been not our own rightly, but stolen, 
shall be paid for in over measure, by evil things 
to be suffered hereafter. 

And what I have said of the world, will apply 
also to life and to death. Oh, the infinite dif- 
ference whether life is ours, or but stolen for an 
instant : whether death is ours, our subject, 
ministering only to our good ; or our fearfiil 
enemy, our ever keen pursuer, fi-om whose grasp 
we have escaped for a few short years, but who 
is following fast after us, and when he has once 
caught us will hold us fast for ever ! * * * But 



SERMONS OF DB. ARNOLD. 103 

what if death too, as well as life, be ours ? which 
he is, if we are Christ's ; for Christ has conquered 
him. If he be ours, our servant, our minister, 
sent but to bring us into the presence of our 
Lord, then indeed his terrors, his merely natural 
terrors, the outside roughness of his aspect, are 
things which the merest child need not shrink 
from. Then disease and decay, however painful 
for living friends to look upon, have but little 
pain for him who is undergoing them. For it is 
not only amid the tortures of actual martyrdom 
that Christians have been more than conquerors 
— ^in common life, on the quiet or lonely sick- 
bed, under the grasp of fever or of consumption, 
the conquest has been witnessed as often and as 
completely. It is not a little thing when the 
&intest whisper of thought to which expiring 
nature can give utterance breathes of nothing 
but of peace and of forgiveness. It is not a 
little thing when the name of Christ possesses 
us wholly ; not distinctly, it may be, for reason 
may be too weak for this; but with an inde- 
scribable power of support and comfort. Or 
even if there be a last conflict, a season of terror 
and of pain, a valley of the shadow of death, 
dark and gloomy, — yet even there Christ is with 
his servants, and as their trial is, so is his love. 
Thus it is, if death be ours ; and death is ours, 
if we be Christ's. And are we not Christ's ? 
We bear his name, we have his outward seal of 
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belonging to his people, — can we refuse to be 
his in heart and true obedience? Would we 
rather steal our pleasures than enjoy them as 
our own; steal life for an instant, rather than 
have it our sure possession for ever? Would 
we rather be fugitives from death, fugitives 
whom he will surely recover and hold fast, than 
be able to say and to feel that death as well as 
life is ours, things to come as well as things 
present, because we are truly Christ's ? 



Frayer. 

Consider what prayer is, and see how it cannot 
but strengthen us. He who stands in a sheltered 
place, where the wind cannot reach him, and 
with no branches over his head to cause a damp 
shade, and then holds up his face or his hands 
to the sun in his strength, can he help feeling 
the sun's warmth ? Now thus it is in prayer : 
we turn to God, we bring our souls with all 
their thoughts and feelings fully before Him ; 
and by the very act of so doing, we shelter 
ourselves from every chill of worldly care, we 
clear away every intercepting screen of worldly 
thought and pleasure. It is an awful thing so 
to submit ourselves wholly to the influence of 
God. But do it ; and as surely as the sun will 
warm us if we stand in the sun, so will the Giver 



\ 
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of light and life to the soul pour his Spirit of 
life into us ; even as we pray, we become changed 
into his image. 



The Things that shall come to pass. 

Those arrived at middle age may ask the 
question, "What are the things which shall 
come to pass to us?" Now, setting aside 
extraordinary accidents, on which we cannot 
reckon, and the answer would, I think, be some- 
thing of this sort : there will not come to pass, 
it is likely, any great change in our condition 
or employment in life. In middle age, our 
calling, with all the duties which it involves, 
must generally be fixed for each of us. Our 
particular kind of trial will not, it is probable, 
be much altered. We must not, as in youth, 
fancy that, although our actual occupation does 
not suit us, although its temptations are often 
too strong for us, yet a change may take place 
to another line of duty, and the temptations in 
that new line may be less formidable. In 
middle age, it will not do to indulge such fond 
hopes as these. On the contrary, our hope 
must lie, not in escape, but in victory. If our 
temptations press us hard, we cannot expect to 
have them exchanged for others less powerful ; 
they will remain with us, and we must over- 
come them, or perish. Have we tastes not fully 
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reconciled to our calling — ^faculties which seem 
not to hare found their proper field ? We must 
seek our remedy not from without, humanlj 
speaking, but from within : we must discipline 
ourselves; we must teach our tastes to cling 
graceftilly around that duty to which else they 
must be helplessly fastened. If any faculties 
appear not to have found their proper field, we 
must think that God has, for certain wise 
reasons, judged it best for us that they should 
not be exercised; and we must be content to 
render Him the service of others. In this 
respect, then, the immediate prospect for middle 
age is not so much change as stedfastness. 
Fortune will not suit herself to our wishes ; we 
must learn to suit our wishes to her. But go 
on a little further, and what are the things 
which must come to pass then? A new and 
a most solemn interest arising to us in the 
entrance of our children into active life. Hither- 
to they have lived under our care, and our duty 
to them was simple ; but now there comes the 
choice of a profession, the watching and guiding 
them, as well as we can, at this critical moment 
of their course. What cares await us here ; and 
yet what need of avoiding over care ! What a 
trial for us, how we value our children's worldly 
interests when compared with their eternal — 
whether we prefer for them the path which may 
lead most readily to worldly wealth and honour, 
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or tliat in which they may hest and safest follow 
Christ! This is a danger which will come to 
pass to us ere long ; do we watch and pray that 
we may be deliyered from it ? The interest of 
life, which had, perhaps, something begun to 
fade for ourselves, will revive with vigour at 
this period in behalf of our children ; Jbut after 
this it will go on steadily ebbing. What life 
can offer we have tasted for ourselves ; we have 
seen it tasted, or in the way to be tasted, by 
them. The harvest is gathered, and the symp- 
toms of the fall appear. Is it that some faculty 
becomes a little impaired, some taste a little 
dulled ; or is it that the friends and companions 
of our life are beginning to drop away from us ? 
Long since, those whom we loved of the gene- 
ration before us have been gathered to the 
grave: now those of our own generation are 
falling fast also — -brothers, sisters, friends of our 
early youth, a wife, a husband. We are sur- 
rounded by a younger generation, to whom the 
half of our lives, with all their recollections and 
sympathies, are a thing unknown. Impatience, 
weariness, a clinging to the past, a vain wish to 
prolong it in an earthly future — these are the 
things which shaU befall us then ; and they will 
befall us too surely and too irresistibly, unless 
by earlier watchfulness and prayer we may have 
been enabled to avoid them. For vain will it 
be, with faculties at once weakened by the 
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decay of nature, and perverted by long habits of 

worldliness, to assay, for the first time, to force 

our way into the kingdom of heaven. Old age 

is not the season for contest and victory; nor 

shall we then be so able to escape unharmed 

from the temptations of life as to stand before 

the Son of Man. 

« « « « « 

But the word is, " Watch and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape." 
We see the time with many of you come, or 
immediately coming ; out of your present state 
a character will certainly be formed ; as surely 
as the innocence of childhood has perished, so 
surely will the carelessness of boyhood perish 
too. 

A character will be formed, whether you 
watch or pray, or whether you do neither ; but 
the great point is, what this character may be. 
If you do not watch the process, it will surely 
be the character of death eternal. Thought and 
inquiry will satisfy themselves very readily 
with an answer, as far as regards spiritual 
things: their whole vigour will be devoted to 
the things of this world ; to science, or to busi- 
ness, or to public matters, all alike hardening 
rather than softening to the mind, if its thoughts 
do not go to something higher and deeper still. 
And as years pass on, we may think on these 
our favourite or professional subjects more and 
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more earnestly; our views on them may "be 
clearer and sounder, but there comes again 
nothing like the first free burst of thought in 
youth ; the intellect in later life, if its tone was 
not rightly taken, earlier becomes narrowed, 
in proportion to its greater vigour; one thing 
it sees clearly, but it is blind to all beside. It 
is in youth that the after tone of the mind is 
happily formed, when that natural burst of 
thought is sanctified and quickened by God's 
Spirit, and we set up within us to love and 
to adore, all our days, the one image of the 
truth of God, our Saviour Jesus. Then, what- 
ever else may befal us afterwards, it rarely 
happens that our faith will fail ; his image, im- 
planted* in us, preserves us amid every change ; 
we are counted worthy to escape all the things 
which may come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of Man. 



The Temple of the Holy Ohost. 

That empty, swept, and garnished house — 
how like is it to what I have seen, to what I am 
seeing so continually, when a boy comes here 
with much still remaining of the innocence of 
childhood ! Evil spirit, in the sense of any one 
particular vice, there is none to be found in 
that heart, nor has there been any ever. It is 
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empty, swept, and garnished : there is the ab- 
sence of evil; there are the various faculties, 
the furniture, as they may be called, of the 
house of our spirits, which the spirit uses either 
for evil or for good. There is innocence, then ; 
there is, also, the promise of power. God hath 
richly endowed the earthly house of our taber- 
nacle : various and wonderful is the furniture of 
body and mind, with which it is supplied. How 
can we help admiring that open and cheerful 
brow which, as yet, no care or sin has furrowed ; 
those light and active limbs, full of health and 
vigour ; the eye so quick ; the ear so imdulled ; 
the memory so ready; the young curiosity so 
eager to take in new knowledge; the young 
feelings, not yet spoiled by over-excitement, 
ready to admire, ready to love ? There is the 
house, the house of God's building, the house 
which must abide for ever; but where is the 
spirit to inhabit it ? Evil spirit there is none : 
is it, then, possessed by the Spirit of God? 
Has the fire from heaven as yet descended upon 
that house, — the living sign of God's presence, 
which alone can convert the house of perishable 
clay into the everlasting temple? Can that 
blessed Spirit of God be indeed there, and yet 
no sign of his presence be manifest? 

V ^ V ^ V 

God, in some sense discernible, it may be, to 
other beings, may be in that house which to us 
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is empty; but God, our own God, the Holy 
Spirit, into whose service we were baptized, 
where He is, the house is not empty to us, but 
full of light. Invisible in Himself, the signs of 
his presence are most visible : where no works, 
no fruits of the Holy Spirit are to be discerned, 
there, according to our Lord's express declara- 
tion, there the Holy Spirit is not. 



Life and Death. 

Behold, then, life and death set before ijs ; not 
remote (if a few years be, indeed, to be called 
remote), but even now present before us; even 
now suffered or enjoyed. Even now, we are 
alive unto God, or dead unto God; and, as 
we are either the one or the other, so we are, in 
the highest possible sense of the terms, alive or 
dead. In the highest possible sense of the 
terms ; but who can tell what the highest pos- 
sible sense of the terms is? So much has, 
indeed, been revealed to us that we know now 
that death means a conscious and perpetual death, 
as life means a conscious and perpetual life. But 
greatly, indeed, do we deceive ourselves, if we 
fancy that, by having thus much told us, we 
have also risen to the infinite heights, or de- 
scended to the infinite depths, contained in those 
little words, life and death. They are far higher, 
and far deeper, than ever thought or &ncy of 
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man has reached to. Bnt, eyen on the first edge 
of either, at the visible beginnings of that infinite 
ascent or descent, there is surel j something which 
may give ns a foretaste of what is be jond. Even 
to ns in this mortal state, even to yon advanced 
but so short a way on your very earthly journey, 
life and death have a meaning : to be dead unto 
God, or to be alive to Him, are things percep- 
tibly different. For, let me ask of those who 
think least of God, who are most separate fit>m 
Him, and most without Him, whether there is 
not now actually, perceptibly, in their state, 
something of the coldness, the loneliness, the 
fearfulness of death ? I do not ask them whether 
they are made unhappy by the fear of God's 
anger; of course they are not; for they who 
fear God are not dead to Him, nor He to them. 
The thought of Him gives them no disquiet at 
all ; this is the very point we start from. But 
I would ask them whether they know what it is 
to feel God's blessing. For instance : we all of 
us have our troubles of some sort or other, our 
disappointments, if not our sorrows. In these 
troubles, in these disappointments, — I care not 
how small they may be, — have they known what 
it is to feel that God's hand is over them ; that 
these little annoyances are but his fatherly cor- 
rection ; that He is all the time loving us, and 
supporting us? .In seasons of joy, such as they 
taste very often, have they known what it is to 
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feel that they are tasting the kindness of their 
heavenly Father, that their good things come 
from his hand, and are but an infinitely slight 
foretaste of his love? Sickness, danger — I know 
that they come to many of us but rarely ; but if 
we have known them, or at least sickness, even 
in its lighter form, if not in its graver — have we 
felt what it is to know that we are in our 
Father's hands, that He is with us, and will 
be with us to the end; that nothing can 
hurt those whom He loves? Surely, then, if 
we have never tasted anything of this ; if in 
trouble, or in joy, or in sickness, we are left 
wholly to ourselves, to bear as we can, and 
enjoy as we can ; if there is no voice that ever 
speaks out of the heights and the depths around 
us, to give any answer to our own : if we are 
thus left to ourselves in this vast world, — there is 
in this a coldness and a loneliness ; and whenever 
we come to be, of necessity, driven to be with our 
own hearts alone, the coldness and the loneliness 
must be felt But consider that the things which 
we see around us cannot remain with us, nor we 
with them. The coldness and loneliness of the 
world, without God, must be felt more and more 
as life wears on : in every change of our own 
state, in every separation from or loss of a friend, 
in every more sensible weakness of our own 
bodies, in every additional experience of the 
uncertainty of our own counsels, — the death-like 

I 
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feeling will come upon us more and more strongly : 
we shall gain more of that fearful knowledge 
which tells us that " God is not the God of the 
dead." And so, also, the blessed knowledge that 
He is the God "of the living" grows upon those 
who are truly alive. Surely He " is not far from 
every one of us." No occasion of life fails to 
remind those who live unto Him, that He is their 
God, and that they are his children. On light 
occasions or on grave ones, in sorrow and in joy, 
still the warmth of his love is spread, as it were, 
all through the atmosphere of their lives : they 
for ever feel his blessing. And if it fills them 
with joy unspeakable even now, when they so 
often feel how little they deserve it ; if they 
delight still in being with God, and iti living to 
Him, let them be sure that they have in them- 
selves the unerring witness of life eternal : God 
is the God of the living, and all who are with 
Him must live. 



Idols. 



The idols of various minds are infinitely 
various, some seducing the loftiest natures, 
and some the vilest. But of this we may 
be sure, that every one of us has a tendency to 
some one idol or other, if not to many, and our 
business is specially each to watch ourselves, 
lest we be enslaved to our peculiar idol.** Things 
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good, things noble, things sacred, may all become 
idols. To some minds truth is an idol, to others 
justice, to others charity or benevolence ; and 
others are beguiled by objects of a different sort 
of sacredness ; some have made Christ's mother 
their idol ; some Christ's servants ; some again, 
Christ's Sacraments, and Christ's own body, the 
Church. If these may all be idols, where can we 
find a name so holy as that we may surrender up 
our whole souls to it ; before which obedience, 
reverence without measure, intense humility, 
most unreserved adoration, may all be duly 
rendered ? One name there is, and one only ; 
one alone in heaven and in earth ; not truth, not 
justice, not benevolence, not Christ's mother, not 
his holiest servants, not his blessed Sacraments, 
not his veiy mystical body, but Himself only, 
who died for us and rose again, Jesus Christ, 
both God and man. 

He is truth, and He is righteousness, and He 
is love : He gives his grace to his Sacraments, 
and his manifold gifts to his Church ; whoever 
hath Him, hath all things ; but if we do not 
take heed, wlienever we turn our mind to any 
other object, we shall make it an idol and lose 
Him. Take Him in all his fulness, not as God 
merely, not as man merely ; not in his life on 
earth only, not in his deatli only, not in his 
exaltation at God's right hand only ; but in all 
his fulness, the Christ of God, God and man, 

I 2 
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our Prophet, our Priest, our King and Lord ; 
redeeming us by his blood, sanctifying us by his 
Spirit; and then worship Him and love Him 
with all the heart, and with all the soul, and 
with all the strength ; and we shall see how all 
evil will be barred, and all good will abound. 
No man who worships Christ alone can be a 
fanatic, nor yet can be a mere philosopher ; he 
cannot be bigoted, nor yet can he be indifferent : 
he cannot be so the slave of what he calls 
amiable feelings as to cast truth and justice 
behind him ; nor yet can he so pursue truth and 
justice as to lose sight of humbler and softer 
feelings, — self-abasement, reverence, devotion. 
There is no evil tendency in the nature of any 
one of us, which has not its cure in the true 
worship of Christ our Saviour. Let us look into 
our hearts, and consider their besetting faults. 
Are we indolent, or are we active ; are we en- 
thusiastic, or are we cold ; zealous or indifferent; 
devout or reasonable ; — whatever the inclination 
or bias of our nature, if we follow its kindred 
idol, it will be magnified and grow on to our 
ruin ; if we worship Christ, it will be pruned 
and chastened, and made to grow up with 
opposite tendencies, all alike tempered, none 
destroyed ; none overgrowing the garden, but 
all filling it with their several fruits ; so that it 
shall be, indeed, the garden of the Lord, and the 
Spirit of the Lord shall dwell in the midst of it. 
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Emmanuel — Ood wiih us. 

" Say not, then, in your hearts, who can 
ascend up into heaven, that is, to bring Christ 
down?" As on this day, when He took our 
nature upon Him, He came down to abide with 
us for ever : to abide with us, even when we 
should see Him with our eyes no more; for 
whilst He was on earth. He so took part in all 
the concerns of life, in all its duties, its sorrows, 
and its joys, that memory, when looking back 
on the past, can fancy Him present still ; and 
then let the liveliest fancy do its work to the 
utmost, it cannot go beyond the reality ; He is 
present still, for that belongs to his almightiness; 
He is present with us, because He is God ; and 
we can fancy Him with us, because He is man. 
This is the way to lessen our distance from God 
and heaven, by bringing Christ continually to 
us on earth ; the sky is closed, and shows no 
sign ; all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the world: evil abounds, and 
therefore the faith of many waxes cold; but 
Christ was and is amongst us ; and we need no 
surer sign than that sign of the prophet Jonah 
— Christ crucified and Christ risen — to make us 
feel that we may live with God daily upon 
earth, and, doing so, shall live with Him for an 
eternal life, ifi a country that cannot pass away. 
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^^ BuUd Thou the Walls of Jerusalem !^^ 

Fourthly, Christ died that He might gather 
together in one the children of Gk)d that were 
scattered abroad ; He died to purchase to Him- 
self his universal Church. So it is said in the 
Scriptures ; and on this particular purpose of 
his death it may not be amiss to dwell, for none 
so needs to be held in remembrance. Many 
there are, and ever have been, who have rested 
their whole hope towards God on his sacrifice ; 
many who have learnt from his Cross to over- 
come sin, from his resurrection to overcome the 
world ; many who, amidst all the troubles of 
life, and in the hour of death, have been sup- 
ported by the thought of his example. But 
where is his universal Church? Where the 
company of God's children gathered together 
into one ? Where is the city set upon the hill, 
that cannot be hid? Where is the visible 
kingdom of God, where all its people are 
striving under one Divine Head against sin, 
the world, and the devil? This is the sign 
which we look for, and cannot find ; this is the 
fulfilment of the prophecies for which we seem 
still destined to wait in vain. * ♦ * Israel 
after the flesh, lamenting their Jerusalem which is 
now not theirs, and mourning over their ruined 
temple, in all their synagogues repeat constantly 
the prayer, "0 Lord, build Thou the walls of 
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Jerusalem ! " "0 Lord, build ! O Lord, build ! 
O Lord, build!" is the solemn chorus, marking 
by its repetition the earnestness of their desire. 
And should not this be the prayer of the Israel 
of God, scattered now, as they are, into their 
thousand divided and corrupted synagogues, 
and no token to be seen of the pure and uni- 
versal Church, the living temple of the Spirit of 
God ; should not we too, privately and publicly, 
join in the prayer of the earthly Israel, and 
pray that Christ would build for us the walls of 
our true Jerusalem ? For only think what it 
would be, if Christ's Church existed more than 
in name ; consider what it would be, if baptism 
were a real bond ; if we looked on one another 
as brethren, redeemed by one ransom, pledged 
to one service ; if we bore with one another's 
weaknesses ; if we helped one another's endea- 
vours ; if each saw and heard, in the words and 
life of his neighbour, an image of Christ, and a 
pledge of the truth of his promises. Consider 
what it would be, if, with no quarrels, with no 
jealousies, with no unkindness, we sought not 
every man his own, but every man also another's 
welfare, as true members one of another, of one 
body, of which Christ is the Head. Consider 
what it would be, if our judgments of men and 
things were like Christ's judgments ; neither 
strengthening the heart of the careless and 
sinful by our laxity, nor making sad the heart 
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of God^s true servant hj our nncharitableness ; 
not patting little things in the place of great, 
nor great things in the place of little ; not neg- 
lecting the nnily of the Spirit ; not stickling for 
a sameness in the form. Or, if we cany onr 
views a little wider, if we look out upon the 
world at large, and hear of rumours of wars, 
and see the signs of internal disorder, and per- 
haps may think that the clouds are gathering 
which herald one of the comings of the Son of 
Man to judgment — ^whether the last of all or 
not, it were vain to ask : how blessed would it 
be, if we could see such an ark of Christ's 
Church as should float visibly upon the stormy 
waters; gathering within it, in peace and safety, 
men of various dispositions, and conditions, and 
opinions : those who held much of truth, and 
those who had mixed with it much of error: 
those whom Christ would call clean, and those, 
too, whom some of their brethren call unclean, 
but whom Christ has redeemed, and will save 
no less than their despisers ; all, in short, who 
fled from sin and from the world to Christ, and 
to the company of Christ's people ! Oh, if we 
could but see such an ark preparing, while God's 
long sufiering yet withholds the flood I Oh that 
all God's scattered and divided children would 
join together in one earnest prayer, " Lord, 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem 1 O Lord, 
build ! Lord, build I O Lord, build ! " 
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PASSAGES FROM VOL. V. 



" And their Eyes were opened^ and they knew 



Hit " 



But where the evidence of other facts ends, 
that of our great sign of Christ crucified and 
Christ risen may be said only to begin. I 
might convince your understandings, as my 
own has been convinced long since, that the 
fact is proved according to the best rules of 
testimony ; but if our belief rest here, we do not 
yet know the full' richness, the abundant and 
overflowing light of our Christian faith. The 
evidence of Christ's apostles, preserved to us in 
their writings, is very strong, very full, very 
irresistible : hear it fairly, and we cannot be- 
lieve that Christ is not risen. But the evidence 
of Christ's Spirit is much more strong, more 
full, more penetrating our whole nature. He 
who has this evidence, not only believes that 
Christ rose, and was seen of Peter, and of the 
other apostles, Christ has manifested himself to 
him also ; he knows in whom he has believed. 
Life and death are no longer a great mystery, 
beyond which our faith dimly catches the light 
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of resurrection ; Christ is with us now, and life 
is clear, and death is peaceful, and resurrection 
is the natural end to which both lead us. 
There are thousands and ten thousands who 
have gone through this blessed evidence also ; 
who, doing Christ's will daily, have learnt by 
experience the manifold riches of his grace, who 
have received his Spirit, and live in a continued 
consciousness of his presence and his love; to 
whom there is no need that they should pray 
for the sky to be opened, that they may see 
and hear God. God dwelleth in them already, 
and they in God. The heaven is opened, and 
the angels of God are every hour ascending and 
descending on that son of man, who, through a 
living faith in Christ, has been adopted through 
Him to be a son of God. 

So perfectly may the sign of the prophet 
Jonah, the sign of Christ's death and resurrec- 
tion, be rendered to each one of us all that we 
could desire in the sign from heaven. It may be 
rendered such by our own prayers and careful 
living, by which we should draw near to Christ 
more and more. This may be done without our 
going out of the world ; what we need is not 
that, but rather that we should bring Christ's 
Spirit into the world to us. 
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The Understanding Heart, 

Even among those who do pray regularly, the 
prayer for wisdom does not, I suspect, form a 
part of their petitions. Many of us seem to 
have a confused notion that sense, reason, good 
judgment, or by whatever name we call our 
intellectual faculties, are quite distinct froni 
spiritual blessings, and are things too worldly 
to be named in our prayers. Yet what 
was Solomon's choice, but an "understanding 
heart to judge the people?" That is, a sound 
and powerful mind, capable of discerning the 
truth and the right in the line of his daily duty. 
Solomon's choice should be our prayer ; in St. 
James's words, we should ask of God to give us 
wisdom. And as in other points of our conduct, 
so it is also in this; that by asking God to 
give us a wise and understanding heart, we 
confess to ourselves that our opinions and 
judgments are serious things, for we do not 
bring mere trifles before God's notice in our 
prayers; and that, being serious things, they 
demand our own serious care; that duty and 
sin belong to them; that as our salvation 
depends on our lives, so our lives depend upon 
our thoughts and judgments ; for if we act ill 
because we have judged ill, and have judged ill 
because we took no pains to judge well, then 
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the sin is not taken away from our act, but 
remains in it ; and the act was an act of what 
Scripture calls folly, [the folly which sees not 
and regards not God. Whatever be our business 
in life, if we make it a part of our daily prayers 
to God, that He will give us imderstanding in it; 
that He will assist our judgments, so that seeing 
what is right and true we may maintain and 
follow it both in word and deed ; I do not doubt 
that such prayers will be answered, and that, 
where we now act blindly and carelessly, 
according to any prevailing feeling or fancy, 
there we shall act upon the full persuasion of 
our minds, and that persuasion will be, in general, 
according to the will of God. 



Preaching the Gospel, 

But one remark I would wish to add in con- 
clusion, for your sakes as well as for mine. I am 
well aware that what I have been saying is not 
in the strictest and fullest sense the preaching of 
the Gospel, and no one feels more than I do how 
infinitely that preaching of the Gospel tran- 
scends in value every thing else in the world. 
But I chose a different line, as more suitable to 
one not directly connected as a minister with 
this congregation. Even in serious conversation 
we do not touch upon the deepest tones of all, 
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except where our relation is very near and inti- 
mate ; we are contented with an humbler office, 
— to minister, as it were, in the outer courts of 
truth. But for those who complain that no 
preaching but that of the very Gospel itself is 
becoming a Christian minister, or useful to 
Christian people, I would refer them for an 
answer not only to some of the books of the Old 
Testament, which, on their notion, we might 
almost strike out of our Bibles, but to a com- 
plete portion of the New Testament itself, — to 
the Epistle of St. James, the Lord's brother. 
That epistle undoubtedly supposes that they 
who were to read it had received other teaching 
beforehand ; that the Gospel in the strict sense 
had been already preached to them. But in 
itself it does not in that high sense preach the 
Gospel ; it dwells rather from beginning to end 
on such points of Christian duty as are required 
to perfect the man of God unto all good works ; 
points which may be called properly moral. 
Now that some Christian preaching, in par- 
ticular circumstances, should follow the model 
of St James's epistle, appears to me no just 
matter of blame. But as St. James's epistle is 
in the New Testament one only out of many, 
and as he himself must often and earnestly have 
preached the Gospel in the more strict sense, 
although he did not do it in this one epistle, so 
should we, both preachers and hearers, greatly 
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deceive and hurt ourselves, if we forgot that the 
proper preaching of the Gospel and the believing 
it is our one great business, without which, and 
except as founded upon it, and taking the know- 
ledge and belief of it for granted, all other 
preaching is to Christians worse than unprofit- 
able, not edifying their souls, but rather sub- 
verting them. 



Chrtsttan Education, 

To give a man a Christian education, is to 
make him love God, as well as know Him ; to 
make him Iiave faith in Christ, as well as to 
have been taught the facts that He died for our 
sins and rose again; to make him open his 
heart eagerly to every impulse of the Holy 
Spirit, as well as to have been taught the fact 
as it is in the Nicene Creed — that He is the 
Lord and giver of spiritual life. And will mere 
lessons do all this, when the course of life and all 
examples around, both at home and at school, 
with a far more mighty teaching, and one to 
which our natural dispositions far more readily 
answer, enforce the contrary? And therefore 
the great work of Christian education is not 
the direct and certain fruit of building schools 
and engaging schoolmasters, but something far 
beyond, to be compassed only by the joint 
efforts of all the whole Church and nation, by 
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the schoolmaster and the parent, by the school- 
fellow at school and by the brothers and sisters 
at home, by the clergyman in his calling, by 
the landlord in his calling, by the farmer and 
the tradesman, by the labourer and the profes- 
sional man, and the man of independent income, 
whether large or small in theirs, by the Queen 
and her ministers, by the great council of the 
nation in Parliament ; by each and all of these 
labouring to remove temptations to evil, to 
make good easier and more honoured, to con- 
firm faith and holiness in others by their own 
example; in a word, to make men love and 
glorify their God and Saviour when they see 
the blessed fruits of his kingdom even here on 
earth. And, to bring this to ourselves more 
closely as private persons, let us remember that 
if we send our children to school, although we 
give up their instruction to the schoolmaster, 
yet we cannot give up their education. Their 
education goes on out of school as well as in 
school, and very often far more vigorously. We 
shall see this, if we remember again that the 
great work of education is to make us love what 
is good, and therefore not only know it, but 
do it. And thus we are being educated in a 
manner always; that is, the people about us, 
and the circumstances about us, are constantly 
producing an efiect upon us; they strengthen 
good in us, or they weaken it ; they excite us 
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to love or to dislike something, and according as 
that thing so loved or so disliked is good or 
evil, so is onr education advanced or hindered. 
Thns, a parent's example of covetonsness, or 
love of pleasure, or of passionate temper, or of 
any other fiinlt, is very £sur more powerful than 
the schoolmasters instructions; he uneducates 
much more than the schoolmaster educates. 
And thus while we subscribe for schools, we do 
in fact destroy onr own work so &r as by any 
evil or folly of our own we set an evil example 
instead of a good; encouraging places of reli- 
gious instruction on the one hand, hindering 
religious education on the other. 



The Necessity of Christian Exertion. 

The account of the flood concerns us even 
here. The sin which brought down that judg- 
nent is not a thing of the most remote antiquity, 
or belonging only to the great and rich ; it is of 
>ur own days, it is here amongst us, it is every- 
where. For what does our Lord mean, when 
He says, " they ate, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage?" He is 
naming, not occasional crimes which disturb 
society, but society's most ordinary and most 
necessary practices; things which are neither 
crimes nor sins in themselves ; things which all 
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may do and must do. It is as if He had said, 
''They rose in the morning, and lay down to 
rest at night; they went to their daily work, 
and were refreshed by their daily recreations ; 
ttey had their hopes and their enjoyments; they 
lived as we are living daily." But ^then our 
Lord goes on to say, that the end of this life 
was, that the flood came and destroyed them all; 
that is, in the emphatic sense of the word death, 
which it bears when spoken of as God's judg- 
ment, " the end of all these things was death." 

Such, simply, is our Lord's language, with 
no softening or explanation given. Yet we 
know that He did not mean that because men 
ate and drank, and married, and bought and 
sold, and planted and builded, that therefore 
they were and would be destroyed. We have 
here the same sort of language which He em- 
ploys on other occasions : " Woe unto you that 
laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep." Yet 
it is no sin to laugh. /* Woe unto you that are 
fall, for ye shall be hungry." Yet it is no sin 
to be full. '^ It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God." Yet Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful^ was rich ; and 
David, the man after God's own heart, had 
kingly wealth, and kingly state and power also. 
Why then does our Lord so speak, and that 
not once only, or in one place, but on several 

K 
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occasions, as if this manner of speaking were 
nsed purposely. We cannot surely be mistaken 
in believing that He did speak so purposely; 
that He did mean ns to understand that there 
was a natural danger in the things of which He 
was speaking, which, if left to itself, and not 
earnestly struggled against, would most cer- 
tainly lead to the following judgment : that he 
who laughed, unless he could laugh in faith, 
would surely weep ; that he who was full, un- 
less he carefully remembered from whom his 
good things came, would surely be hungry ; 
that they who lived a peaceful, a busy, and a 
happy life, would be cut off from life eternal, 
unless they took good heed to live imto God. 
And further, our Lord meant us to see, what 
experience largely shows, that the things which 
would take away the poison from laughter, from 
plenty, from a busy and enjoying life, were not 
things easily to be procured, and at any mo- 
ment — ^things which all, when warned of their 
danger would immediately procure for their 
safety. We say to a man when he is* ill, "un- 
less you follow the remedies advised by your 
physician, you will surely die ;" but we know 
that he will follow these remedies, and therefore 
we could not say practically that the natural 
end of sickness was death, for in practice its end 
is more often recovery. And, therefore, when 
our Lord says in effect, " this peaceful and busy 
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life will be your ruin, unless you live unto God/' 
He knows, as seeing the hearts of all men, that 
the living to God is the very thing which we 
will not do ; that though it would, indeed, make 
the cares and pleasures of life perfectly safe and 
blessed to us, yet that we cannot be persuaded 
to apply to it; and therefore He speaks as if 
the remedy we will not use had no existence at 
all ; He says, that in the natural and common 
course of things, those who eat and drink, marry 
and are given in marriage, who live man's com- 
mon life and no other, will one day find that the 
flood of God's judgments will come on them 
and will surely sweep them all away. I have 
endeavoured to put as strongly as possible this 
great truth, that no one, old or young, can save 
his sonl by following the course of life quietly, 
and letting it drift him whither it will. It is 
the certain consequence of that fall of man, which 
was related in the First Lesson this morning, 
that the course of life will quite surely, if left to 
itself, lead to destruction. It is not in our life 
here as we now live, with all its wisdom, and all 
its labour, and all its pleasures, to attain to life 
eternal. Round the tree of life there is set a 
fiery guard, which allows not fallen man in his 
own natural course to reach into it. It is not 
like a tree standing by the wayside, so that we 
have only to put forth our. hand as we go by, 
and eat and live for ever. If I were to say to 

K 2 
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you, '^ do not commit such and sucli great 
crimes, do not steal, do not cheat, do not be 
cruel, do not be false, do not be dronten," how 
many of you would feel that you must go out 
of your way, as it were, to do such things ; that 
your common life, and habits, and dispositions 
would keep you clear of them ; that no great 
effort is needed to do so ; but that if you did 
fall into them, it would be only in consequence 
of some strong temptation? And this is very 
true with a great many persons ; they can and 
do avoid such sins easily ; and then they think 
that they can, with equal ease, and by following 
in the same way their natural disposition, attain 
unto the kingdom of God. But, indeed, the 
cases are very different. Many of us will never 
lie, never steal, never defraud, never oppress, 
never be drunken ; but all of us, every one here 
assembled, every one in all the whole world, 
has need alike of earnest warning, has need of 
effort, has need of watchfulness, has to struggle 
against nature, and must look out for all help to 
be found in earth and heaven, if he would escape 
that judgment which is the sure and universal 
portion of the mere natural life of our fallen 
nature. We eat and drink, work and play, and 
the end of these tilings is death ; that is their 
natural and appointed end, when they are fol- 
lowed out; meats for the belly, and the belly 
for meats ; but God will destroy both it and them. 
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Pat this before your minds as fully as you can, 
and then you will see why Christ is emphatically 
called our Saviour and our Redeemer. He came 
to save that which was lost;, to redeem that 
which was bound and captive. He came to take 
us out of our common nature, to tear us away 
from the path which we were naturally tread- 
ing; to give us another nature, not our own; 
to set us in a new way, of which the end is not 
death, but life. He died upon the cross, that 
this might be accomplished for us. He lives at 
the right hand of God exalted, and gives the aid 
of his Holy Spirit, that we each should take our 
own share of the gift purchased for us all ; that 
we each should pass from death unto life ; that 
we each should walk in the new way, and be 
clothed with the new nature, and should be the 
children of God, and should therefore never 
die. Therefore each of us has this great work 
before him. * * What we have each to do is to 
bring Christ into this our life ; to eat and drink 
to his glory, to work and play to his glory, and 
in his name ; to pray to Him for his mighty aid, 
that He would deliver us, change us, make us 
one with Him in heart and soul, that we might 
be his people, and He might be our God; to 
pray to Him that He would deliver us and change 
us,— not little things to be done, nor to be done 
at all by our own power, — ^but which must be 
done, if the end of our course is to be life, and 
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not death ; that He would deliver us each trom 
the bonds of sin and death; from the bonds 
which will not let us turn our hearts heaven- 
ward ; which will not let us think on Christ, or 
love Christ; which keep our feet in their old 
path, and our eyes fixed on their old objects ; 
which, in short, fasten us, eye, ear, body and 
soul to the world and the things which are in 
the world, so that we think and care for nothing 
besides, and that He would change us also, 
lest having been delivered once we should 
afterwards be bound again; that He would 
change us in this great point, that God might 
be to us what our own pleasure is naturally, the 
one great object of our desire and love ; that the 
world in which we now see Him not, nor hear 
Him, should be filled with his presence, as the 
temple of old was filled with his glory : that so 
feeling God in all things present to us, we should 
truly eat and drink to his glory, and use the 
world as his work and gift, and so make it, not 
a world which shall be burnt up and perish, 
but a world which shall be the step and gate of 
heaven, a life which shall end in life eternal. 
These are the two great things which we each 
need, to be delivered, and to be changed; not 
things, either of them, which will or can come 
naturally — not things which time or chance will 
bring us without any effort of ours. 
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The Baptismal Vow. 

We promise to keep our vow made in baptism ; 
and the vow made in our names at our baptism 
is as follows : — " I renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the same, 
and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that I 
will not follow, nor be led by them." — " I 
believe in God's holy word, which declares to 
us all the Articles of the Christian Faith, and 
I believe those Articles of the Christian Faith." 
— " And I will obediently keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of my life." This is our baptismal 
vow, made then in our names, and spoken by 
the lips of others, renewed or to be renewed 
by us at our confirmation with our own lips, 
renewed and to be renewed by us all in our 
hearts every day to the end of our lives, unless 
we would undo the work of our baptism, and 
having been once brought near to God, refuse 
to abide with Him for ever. This then is our 
baptismal vow, consisting, as we have heard, of 
three parts: First, we promise to renounce or 
give up evil things ; next, we declare that we 
believe true things ; and, lastly, we promise to 
do good things. We cast away the evil, that 
we may learn the truth and do the good. We 
learn the truth, because, without the truths so 
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taught us, we nerer could do the good. We do 
the good, becanse that is the great end of all ; 
unless we do that, the evil which we have cast 
away will letom sevenr-fold, and the truths 
which we have learnt will be no blessing to us, 
but our condemnation. 

But in our hearts and lives the evil which 
we cast away is for erer returning ; the truths 
which we have learnt we are for ever forgetting; 
the good which we should do we are continually 
leaving undone. Wherefore, as I said, our 
baptismal promise requires to be renewed, not 
once only, at our confirmation, but continually 

all our lives. 

«r « « « « 

And as the three parts of our vow, although 
distinct, are yet all renewed together at our 
confirmation, so do they need to be also by us 
all. We do not at one time need to renew one 
part, and at another time another part. K we 
kept one, we should keep all ; breaking one, we 
break and have need to renew all. Repentance, 
faith, and holiness, are joined inseparably in all 
our earthly life ; it is only by keeping them so 
joined, that we shall come to that blessed division 
of them when, there being no more sin, there 
will be no more repentance; when sight will 
leave no place for faith, and holiness shall th^n 
be all in all for ever. 

« » « « « 
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We are all apt to think our sias mere faults, 
things amply wiped out by expressing sorrow 
for them, things which it is quite unkind and 
unreasonable in any one to remember long with 
severity^ It is not the young only who do so, 
we all, more or less, should, by nature, do the 
same. And why then should we not do so? 
Why should we regard our sins very seriously ? 
Why should we pray earnestly to be enabled to 
regard them more and more seriously, to be 
enabled to feel them deeply, perpetually ? I will 
tell you why ; — ^because Christ died for us. This 
does indeed speak to us in a language which it 
is not possible to express too strongly. But does 
it speak alone, or does it not confirm what the 
whole of the Old Testament declares from one 
end to the other ? What is the story of this 
morning's lesson : of the fourteen thousand and 
five hundred cut off by th« plague for murmuring : 
of the two hundred and fifty burned with fire 
from the Lord for a breach of his ceremonial 
law only: of Dathan and Abiram, with their 
children, — ^for so it is expressly said,^ with their 
children and all that belonged to them, — going 
down alive into the pit,, because they were in 
heart and in tongue, — for it can hardly be said 
that the sin had showed itself in any flagrant 
act, — ^but because they were in heart and in 
tongue discontented and rebellious against God's 
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appointments? All this we have In one single 
cliapter, and I need not say how many other 
chapters speak the same lesson. Therefore the 
Old Testament speaks in no doubtful language, 
that sin is not a little thing to he unnoticed by 
God, to be soon forgotten by us. It tells us that 
sin is a very great thing, and a lasting. It tells 
us that God will by no means pass it over. 
And what it tells us, that the death of Christ 
our Lord does indeed confirm in infinite measure. 
If sin were really a little thing, why should 
Christ have died? I dare not attempt to dwell 
on the awfulness of that sacrifice, which neither 
word nor thought of created being can reach to. 
But only consider such language as this, and 
think whether it is possible to estimate it 
worthily. " God so loved the world that He 
gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all 
who believe in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life." " God so loved the world that 
He gave his only-begotten Son;" and yet sin, 
which required such a sacrifice, we think may 
be no sooner committed than forgotten. Where- 
fore, when we promise in our baptism to renounce 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and when 
we break this promise, as we do daily, and 
commit sins, both of the flesh and the world, 
it is not a little matter, but an infinitely great 
one ; and the evil not renounced, but allowed to 
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overcome us, is a thing which requires of us 
indeed a deeper thought and a deeper sorrow 
than to many of us may seem even possible. 

^ ¥f ^ ¥t ^ 

We shall not care to helieve God's truths, nor 
shall we care to follow his holiness, unless we 
do earnestly desire to renounce our evil, unless 
we watch for it everywhere, and fear God's 
judgment upon it, and believe that it is as great 
and as abiding as his word, and as the death of 
his Son declares it to be. May God^s Holy Spirit 
therefore convince us of sin ; convince us of 
what it is, and what it will bring us to ; that so 
we may fear God indeed, and be of a humble and 
contrite heart, and feel the need of salvation, and 
so learn to believe in truly, and to love our 
Saviour ! 



The Two Deaths. 

Two deaths, my brethren, we must die, every 
one of us. One is the death of our body, which 
will happen alike to us all ; but what the other 
death is, is the great matter of salvation or of 
destruction. Our bodies, our natural bodies, 
will die alike in all of us : this is one death ; but, 
besides this we shall all die another — ^we shall 
all feel the death of our sins, or the death of our 
souls. We shall feel the one or the other, for 
no death can happen without our feeling it, only 
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whilst ike death of our sLqs is felt most at its 
beginning, so the death of onr souls is often felt 
only in its last stage, when its stroke can be no 
more repelled, and its victory is certain. Re- 
member that one of these two deaths — ^both, I 
cannot deny, painfol — ^we must die every one of 
US. Which shall it be, then? Shall it be the 
death of onr sin, or the death of onr sonl? The 
death whose pain comes at first most, yet 
even then, by Christ's grace, is endurable ; but 
afterwards the suffering and the struggle lessen, 
and there comes the rest of death, and the vigour, 
and the freshness, and the ^ry of that divine 
and eternal life which the death of our sins has 
given birth to. Or shall it be the death whose 
first strokes are silent and paioless, which pours 
in its poison and we feel it not — ^more and more 
triumphant, and we more and more insensible ; 
till behold, its work is accomplished, and then 
the agony is neither to be uttered nor conceived, 
aad Christ is gone fix)m us for ever, and life 
and death are become one for our destruction — 
a death of all good, a life of all evil ? 



The Confession of Christ. 

Confessing that we are Christ's, declaring 
that we must pray to Him, that we cannot live 
without Him, that we go astray like a sheep 
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that is lost, and must therefore implore Him 
to seek us and to save us ; confessing this with 
our lips audibly in this place, with our bended 
knees visibly before we go to sleep at night; 
shall we not then be more ready to follow 
Christ's commandments also without shame, 
and to do, or set ourselves heartily to do, all 
his holy and perfect will ? Shall we then think 
that the commandment is too hard for us, that 
it is extravagant to press it, that some things 
must be allowed, the hardness of our hearts be 
sometimes indulged ? I think that we should 
not think so at all, but rather that we should 
desire to be improved and built up more and 
more in Christian perfection ; and that the word 
which called us to it was not extravagant; 
rather that the word which did not call us to it 
was unjust to our sincerity ; that we are hurt at 
its reserve, because it seems to suspect either 
our truth or our zeal ; that we would fain know 
all Christ's pleasure, and strive and pray for his 
grace to do it. I think that we should feel so, 
and, therefore, I would urge you to make your 
confession of Christ freely and manifestly both 
here and amongst yourselves. The confession, 
the prayer, the resolution of the text,* you 
would say at once that you ought to make 
them; make them therefore boldly. Confess 

^ *'I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost ; seek 
ihy servant for I do not forget thy commandments/* 
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that you are Christ's, and would be so to the 
deaths and then you will be glad to see plainly 
how Christ's people ought to walk, and will not 
be unwilKng but rather most anxious to walk 
so yourselves in all things. 



The Seal of the Spirit 

So then when the Scripture says to us, 
" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption," this 
we may be permitted to give as the meaning of 
the words : the Holy Ghost has sealed you unto 
the day of redemption ; you acknowledge at 
any rate that Jesus Christ is the Lord, and 
this is the Holy Ghost's teaching ; you pray to 
God through Jesus Christ for spiritual blessings, 
and such prayer is of the Holy Ghost's inspir- 
ing; you wish to be good, and you abstain 
from many things that are evil ; and such are 
fruits of the Holy Ghost's guidance. You be- 
long to Christ's body, the Church, and you 
share, therefore, in the privileges which Christ 
purchased for his Church, with his own blood. 
But grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, lest his 
seal should grow fainter instead of deeper and 
plainer. While you have his seal of acknow- 
ledging Christ to be the Lord, take heed that 
you acknowledge Him to be so not carelessly. 
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nor with the tongue only, lest sin overgrow and 
efface the mark, or put upon it a deeper and 
more lasting mark of its own. While you have 
his seal of praying to God sometimes and not 
insincerely, take heed that these prayers be not 
so unfrequent and so wanting in earnestness 
that they obtain no answer. * * * * 
While you have His seal of wishing to be good, 
of avoiding some sins, of doing some duties, 
take heed that the sins avoided and the duties 
done be not few, in comparison of the sins done 
and the duties left undone ; for to be full of sin 
is a sure sign that we are not bom of God ; for 
he who is bom of God doth not sin — not sin, 
that is, predominantly and habitually. While 
you have the Spirit's seal on you, do not grieve 
Him. It is to grieve Him, when you stop his 
blessed work in you ; when you will not let 
Him deepen and widen the impression of his 
seal, but on the contrary, make it fainter and 
smaller. It grieves Him when you go to rest 
at night less his than you were in the morning ; 
when you come into this chapel one Sunday less 
his than you were the Sunday before ; * * * 
He grieves to see you less his than you were 
before — whenever you are not more his. He 
grieves over your unmarked hours, and days, 
and weeks, because He knows that the time 
which is unmarked by you is marked by your 
enemy; that when you sleep, then your enemy 
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is most busy. He grieves over the weakness 
that will not be made strong, over the careless- 
ness which wiU not be made thoughtful. He 
grieves over this, because He sees to what end 
it is hastening; because to Him that day is 
present when his work in our souls will be either 
perfected or altogether withdrawn ; when, if his 
seal be only faint, it will be wiped out wholly ; 
if we have not, even that which we have shall 
be taken away from us. He grieves over this, 
and fearful indeed is the sin of so grieving Him. 
But if He grieves over our manifold faults and 
weaknesses, it will be a joy to Him no less, if 
we follow his guidance, and love his comfort ; 
it will be a joy to Him, — so He permits us to 
speak, — ^if we suffer Him to finish his work, and 
to make his seal every year more visible on us : 
and if it be a joy to Him, his joy will be our 
infinite blessing; his finished work is our life 
et^nal. 



The Heart of Unbelief. 

There is no greater mistake in the world than 
to suppose that we believe what we do not dis- 
believe. The common state with many of us is 
to do neilier the one nor Ae other. Neither to 
think that Christ's word is true, nor yet that it 
is &lse; but to think nothing at all about it. 
But this is tmly unbelief — ^truly, and in the 
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scriptural sense of unbelief; because, although 
neither our tongue nor our understanding con- 
sciously says that Christ's word is false, yet our 
whole being says so daily ; it gives its witness 
against Christ^s truth, silently indeed, but quite 
decisively. Our whole being has settled the 
question for itself without directly arguing it; 
Our hopes renounce Christ, our fears renounce 
Him, our affections renounce Him ; they aU go on 
their way, working busily every day, but tddng 
no account at all of Him. And their testimony 
is (mr testimony, for they are our true life. Ask 
of our fear whether it ever knows anything of 
Christ, and it will say, no. Ask of our hope 
the same, and it will give the same answer. 
Ask of our affections, which are very busy every 
day, and their answer is no less positive, that to 
them Christ is not. Their witness is our truest 
witness of all ; their cKnging to or indifference 
to anything, is our real belief or unbelief* We 
believe not Christ's resurrection any more than 
his Apostle Thomas believed it. Say rather, 
iar less ; for his hopes and affections did believe 
in it, it was his understaading alone that was 
unsatisfied. But our hopes and affections do 
not believe in it, and our understanding rather 
does not deny it than with confidence affirms it. 
To such, therefore, that most precious passage 
of the Scripture, which contains our Lord's 
appearance to Thomas, and his joyful confession 
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when Ms understanding was enabkd to go 
along with his wishes, can be as yet of no in- 
terest at all. Neither their belief nor liieir un- 
belief are the same with the Apostle's. They 
are of a far different kind ; far more resembUng 
that evil heart of unbelief spoken of in the He- 
•brews, which departs from the living God, which 
is confirmed, not by any difficulties of the 
understanding, but only through the deceitful- 
ness of sin. But it is not to such that Christ 
reveals Himself. The gracious words, " Rea^h 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands," i&c, 
will never be spoken to them. By a far differ- 
ent process must Christ be sought ; not by the 
.understanding, but by the heart By obeying 
Christ's commandments, you will be best assured 
of Christ's glory. By thinking of Him at all, 
. you will best learn to think of Him with assur- 
ance. And here we see how our help does not 
and cannot stand in the help of man. If the 
matter were to satisfy the understanding, we 
might produce again our Lord's appearance 
and words to Thomas, and the unwilling doubt 
might again be changed into joyful certainty, 
and cry out, "My Lord and my God." But 
how can man, by telling us to hope, make us 
hope ; or by telling us that we ought to love, 
make us love really? Alas! it is impossible. 
Things are mightier than words. The world 
around you, so busy and so real to you, utterly 
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excludes all mere haman teaching. One thing 
only we could hope to do, not to persuade you 
to hope and to love, for that were vain ; but to 
pereuade you to pray to Him in whose gift hope, 
and love, and faith are. If our words could reach 
thus fiar, they would do all that could he desired 
of them. We can but pray you to pray to Grod : 
to aak his help for the very weakneases which 
most beset you ; to ask Him, in Christ's name, 
and through the virtue of Christ's blood, to give 
you the faith which you need: a faith not of 
words, but of feeling ; not contented with merely 
not denying, but with its whole heart and soul 
affirming. This is the faith which overcometh the 
world; this is the faith which entersintoGod's rest. 



Justifioation hy Faith. 

. And thus it is true that our faith in Christ 
alone justifies : our fidth in his death once, in 
his life evermore ; our faith in Him. as redemp- 
tion and as sanctification ; our faith in Him as 
everything, in ourselves as nothing ; our faith 
in Him leading to union with Him, that so, 
being his members truly, we shall be with Him 
and in Him evermore. So that if at any time 
in OUT mortal life sin is besetting us ; if we are 
walking sluggishly and coldly, not united to 
Christ, and therefore not to Gk)d in Christ ; if 
earthly passions are strong within us, feelings 

L 2 
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of the flesh leading to works of the flesh, what 
language shall be held ont to ns, what shoidd 
we be told to do ? Shall we be told to work 
God's holy law, to pray for his Holy Spirit, 
that we may be enabled to keep his command- 
ments? Or shall we be told to believe that 
Christ has died for us ? or shall we not rather 
be told to believe in Christ as in Him who died 
and rose again, and is jalive for evermore ; in 
Him whose death is indeed our sure warrant of 
confidence that God has forgiven and will for- 
give even to the end, but whose life is no less 
mighty to our salvation than his death ; whose 
life must absorb our life, his strength wholly 
supplant our weakness ; who calls us to Him, to 
be one with Him in heart and soul ; who will give 
XLS all that we need ; even as He was in the 
days of his flesh, eyes to the blind, feet to the 
lame, food to the hungry, strength to the weak, 
deliverance to him possessed with devils, and life 
to the dead. 



The Seeing and the Blind, 

And these two states, the seeing God con- 
stantly in Christ and the not so seeing Him, and 
therefore wandering about in darkness, mostly 
without heeding it, — for some short intervals with 
a very keen sense of it, — ^it is indeed sometimes 
a darkness which may be felt, — ^these two states 
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are the great and eternal differences which will 
divide all of us here assembled from one an- 
other ; the differences which will make and do 
make our lives holy or unholy, which will make 
our deaths blessed or cursed. Seeing you, then, 
as going forth upon an infinite voyage, what 
must we wish for you but that you should bear 
forth upon you, and preserve always, the seal of 
belonging to their number whose life is holy, 
and their death blessed. We should think it 
madness if any of you were knowingly to go to 
sea on a voyage to the other end of the world in a 
ship without a compass, and with no one on board 
who could keep the reckoning. But what worse 
madness to go forth on our great voyage with- 
out God in our hearts, seeing that without Him 
our course is certain destruction, and with Him 
certain safety and success ! St. Paul spoke to 
the Athenians of men who were " feeling after 
Grod in the hope of finding Him, though He be 
not far from every one of us." This it is which 
is so striking: Grod's being near to us, around us, 
above us, within us, and yet the perfect possi- 
bility, to which too many can bear witness from 
their own experience, of living on without being 
the least aware of Him, and in our most hope- 
ftil state of striving to feel after Him and find 
Him; straining our faculties, as it were, to 
realize the &ct of His existence, as when we 
try to discern a very distant object, and look 
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earnestly, and look again and again, and think 
we see it, but are not sure ; and if we catch it 
for a moment, lose it again, and perhaps cannot 
again find it. Two persons shall be liring in 
the same society, their bodily senses equally 
sounds their faculties equally strong and unin<? 
jured, and yet one of them shall see and feel 
distinctly and oonseiously with his whole being 
that of which the other has but an occasional 
and a hardly-won belief. To the one God is aa 
much a part of his daily life as the common 
duties in which he is engaged, the common 
objects which he beholds, the common friends 
with whom he associates ; he sees, feels, tmder* 
stands, and enjoys all that others see and feel ; 
but he possesses, over and above, some other 
sense, or faculty, or gift, which others have not; 
he has learnt to feel and to love Grod. It is 
most wonderful ; and he who observes two per* 
sons — ^the one with this divine gift, and the 
other without it — sees before his eyes an ex« 
ample, on the one hand, of the corruption of our 
nature, and how it is completely alienated from 
God, and, on the other hand, an example, no less 
striking, of the blessedness which we lost by 
sin, and which we may regain through grace. 
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Waiting for God in Christ. 

''God commendeth his love to us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
And when we pray, and pray coldly, and our 
&ith is weak, and God is dimly seen, and the 
world prevails over us, then of a surety we may 
say and feel that for such as we are Christ 
died ; that for us He died, that for us He rose 
again, that the Father loves even us for his sake, 
and will give us his Holy Spirit If He tarry, 
wait for Him, because He will surely come, He 
will not tarry ; strange words, it may seem, and 
even contradictory ; but quite intelligible in this 
our case; and quite applicable. Wait for Him, 
for ye are privileged to do so ; wait for Him, 
wait at the outer gate, though the gate may 
seem fast closed, and we can see nothing of the 
glory within, yet wait, for so Christ bids you ; 
within that gate is your home, if you will not 
turn your backs upon it ; wait, and it will one 
day be opened. * * * 

« ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

This is the one great lesson to press upon 
you — "Wait for Christ." Wait patiently; if 
your prayers are cold, if your faith is weak, if 
your sins are many, still wait and watch, pray 
still, believe amidst unbelief; watch your lives 
and struggle with your sinB, amidst your constant 
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defeats. This is the state of him who throngh 
much tribalation enters into the kingdom of 
God; in your veiy disappointment, in your 
perseverance, in your hoping against hope, lies 
yonr victory ; or rather the sign of your victory, 
the sign that yon are Christ's people. Only 
wait and be not weary, for the night will come 
to an end at last. And can any tongue ade- 
quately describe the joy when they who so 
watch at last behold the dawn? Not the sun — 
it is not yet risen, but the gracious dawn. Most 
touching is the natural dawn at this summer 
season, when the forms of things first, and then 
their colours, begin to appear to us ; and there 
is a stillness over everything, a freshness, yet 
a calmness inexpressible ; the preparation, as it 
were, for the brightness of the full day. It is a 
true image of the spiritual dawn to them who 
have been long waiting. That is the dawn 
when prayer becomes welcome, when God 
begins to be realized to our minds, when we think 
of Him as our loving Father, and so begin to 
feel towards Him as his children. This is the 
dawn, not the day, for that may be still distant ; 
the sun arises when the beasts of the field get 
them away together, and lay them down in their, 
dens ; when evil haunts us no more, and Christ is 
seen face to face. But the dawn brightening mote, 
and more unto the perfect day, that is, the Chris- 
tian's course when he is truly Christ's, when he 
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waits, and is not wearj. And what is their 
life on whom the dawn has so risen ? May we 
not dwell upon it, enlarging only the descrip- 
tion which is given in the text, and which virtu-» 
ally includes, and more than includes, all that 
can be said in unfolding it. " The world seeth 
me no more, but ye see me ; because I live, ye 
shall live also." For a long time we saw Him 
not, any more than the world saw Him ; but 
now it is the dawn. What is it to have Christ 
become no more a name, nor a person of whom 
we read in the Bible, and who was on earth 
long ago ; but one ever living, ever close to us, 
ever loving us, ever gracious unto us ; the 
Friend and the Brother — the words are permitted 
to us in the Scripture — ^the Friend and the 
Brother of the youngest and of the eldest, who 
can feel for the griefs and for the weaknesses of 
us all ? We see Him that He is really alive — 
alive at God's right hand, with all power in 
heaven and in earth; and because He lives 
we live also. Not a perfect life, in which 
there is no death, nor anything like death ; but 
we begin to feel that we too are not wholly 
dead; that there is a spiritual life in us also, 
derived from our communion with Christ ; that 
we know what it is to forgive, what it is to be 
patient, what it is to deny ourselves, what it 
is to believe, and to hope, and to love. These 
are life, or the seeds of life ; at any rate, they 
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'will be ripened wlien the stin is risen; but 
they are quickened, thejr Uve under the dawn. 
Christ's Spirit is conscionsly within us ; we are 
not peifectljy but in some degree, not always, 
but yet surely sometimes, spiritnaUy minded. 
" At that day," oicr Lord says fhrther, " At that 
^Jy 7^ shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in yoo*^ Ton can see the 
words in the Bible; indeed they axe there — 
this promise, all gracious i^ it is; rising, it 
might seem, beyond the portion of humanity, — 
our blessed Lord did speak them ; and his be- 
loyed disciple, St. John, who himself heard them, 
has recorded them : ^^ Ye shall know tliat I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you*'' 
When we feel spiritual life within us, then our 
eyes are more and more opened, and we know 
where we are. When our first parents sinned, 
it is said that their eyes were opened, and they 
knew that fhey were naked. They whose eyos 
are opened by the growth of spiritual life within 
them, know that tiiey are not mfked, not for- 
saken, not poor, not miserable; but clothed 
upon, and redeemed, and rich, and happy ; that 
God is around them on every side ; that they 
are — ^it may be spoken in no other words than 
in Christ's own — that " they are in Him, and 
He in them.'' This they know with an assured 
belief, with what may be called an actual con- 
ciousnesB* The world is now possessed, as it 
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wiere, by Grod, and filled by Him altogether; 
the world is filled by God, and so are their own 
hearts besides. And where is danger then, or 
uncertain walking; whether we are to pass our 
days at home or abroad, in public life or in pri- 
yate, in one profession or in another ; whether 
the voice of dispute is raging around us, or error 
reigns without dispute, all but triumphant; is 
not our path plain and sure, and does it not 
lead straight to heaven? Therefore wait for 
Christ; not carelessly, or as men asleep; but 
wait, and watch. This day^ speaks of the first 
descent of the Holy Spirit, when He came acr 
the Spirit of power, to bear witness to Christ 
outwardly; but the text in the Gospel speaks 
also of another descent, and more abiding and 
more perfect ; not of the Holy Spirit of power 
only, but of the Holy Spirit alike of power, and 
ofwisdom,andof love. This is our great and 
precious promise : in the certain hope of attain- 
ing to this, we are to watch and to wait. 
Therefore be of good courage, as many of you 
as are waiting, but have not yet seen the dawn ; 
who pray, but pray with effort; who believe, 
yet are full of unbelief. Still pray, and still 
believe, and still watch ; turn not back ; do not 
give up the point whereuntg you have attained, 
but abide there with anxious patience. Watch 
your lives carefully, weed out whatever sin you 

1 Whit Sunday. 
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can observe ; tbis is tHe proof that you are in 
earnest, and not liars to God and to yourselves ; 
but wait and pray for Christ to appear, and to 
establish you with his righteousness, and to 
grant you to live consciously because He lives, 
and to know that He is in the Father, and you 
in Him, and He in you. 



Chrisis Soldiers and Servants. 

The real point which concerns us all is, not 
whether our sin be of one kind or of another ; 
more or less venial, or more or less mischievous 
in men's judgment, and to our worldly in- 
terests ; but whether we struggle against all sin 
because it is sin ; whether we have or have not 
placed ourselves consciously under the banner 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, trusting in Him, 
cleaving to Him, feeding on Him by faith 
^aily ; and so resolved, and continually renew- 
ing our resolution, to be his faithful servants 
and soldiers to our lives' end. 
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